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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


To  the  Trustees  and  Overseers  of  Bowdoin  College: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
academic  year  1 950- 1951: 


I.     DE  MORTUIS 

The  losses  by  death  since  my  last  report  have  been  griev- 
ous, including  one  of  our  best  known  Trustees,  two  former 
members  of  the  Board  of  Overseers,  and  one  of  Bowdoin's 
great  teachers. 

Harvey  Dow  Gibson,  of  the  Class  of  1902,  Trustee  of  the 
College  since  1924,  died  in  Boston,  September  11,  1950, 
in  his  sixty-ninth  year.  From  his  graduation  on,  deeply 
devoted  to  the  College,  he  served  on  the  Board  of  Overseers 
from  1917  to  1924;  and  then  as  a  Trustee  where  for  twenty- 
three  years,  1927  to  1950,  as  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee he  brought  his  wide  experience  as  a  banker  and 
excellent  judgment  as  a  businessman  to  the  important 
problem  of  the  College  portfolio  which  he  made  one  of 
the  best  in  the  country.  Through  his  vigorous  and  inspir- 
ing leadership  as  nominally  honorary  but  actually  working 
chairman  of  the  Sesquicentennial  Fund  he  rendered  in- 
valuable service  to  Bowdoin.  The  resolutions  of  the  Gov- 
erning Boards,  the  memorial  service  at  the  College,  the 
sincere  regret  of  undergraduates  at  his  death,  particularly 
the  members  of  his  fraternity,  Theta  Delta  Chi,  and  of  the 
musical  clubs,  all  testify  to  the  strength  of  his  character, 
the  warmth  of  his  personality,  and  the  liberality  of  his 
spirit.  Although  the  College  is  naturally  grateful  to  him 
for  all  that  he  did  and  all  that  he  was  to  us,  it  is  also  proud 
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of  the  summary  of  his  career  in  an  editorial  tribute  in  The 
New  York  Times: 

America  has  produced  many  business  and  financial  leaders  of 
conspicuous  ability  and  capacity  for  leadership;  it  has  produced 
few  who  have  been  so  lavishly  generous  as  was  Harvey  Gibson 
in  placing  those  great  talents  at  the  disposal  of  his  country,  his 
neighbors  and  his  friends. 

The  Harvey  Dow  Gibson  Memorial  Fund,  described  later 
in  this  report,  is  only  one  example  among  many  of  the 
way  in  which  his  name  will  be  kept  alive  at  the  College  he 
loved  so  much  and  served  so  well. 

Stanley  Perkins  Chase,  of  the  Class  of  1905,  Henry  Leland 
Chapman  Professor  of  English  Literature  since  1926,  died 
suddenly  at  his  home  in  Brunswick,  January  21,  1951,  in 
his  sixty-seventh  year.  In  accordance  with  our  custom  of 
issuing  special  memorial  bulletins  for  those  members  of  the 
faculty  who  have  died  after  service  of  twenty-five  years  or 
more,  with  this  report  such  a  bulletin  is  being  mailed  to 
all  the  alumni. 

Here  also  for  purposes  of  record  should  be  included  the 
lamented  deaths  of  Arthur  Harold  Ham,  of  the  Class  of 
1908,  at  Pinehurst,  North  Carolina,  April  4,  1951,  and  of 
William  Morrell  Emery,  of  the  Class  of  1889,  at  New  Bed- 
ford, Massachusetts,  April  20,  1951.  Mr.  Ham  served  as 
Overseer  from  1937  to  1948,  and  was  distinguished  for  the 
work  that  he  did  for  the  Russell  Sage  Foundation  and  for 
legislation  against  loan  sharks  adopted  by  more  than  forty 
states.  Mr.  Emery  had  a  service  of  thirty  years  as  an  Over- 
seer, from  1915  to  1945,  and  was  well  known  as  a  New  Eng- 
land journalist  and  genealogist. 

The  casualty  lists  from  Korea  mention  the  names  of  two 
Bowdoin  men  killed  in  action,  Nicholas  Davis,  of  the  Class 
of  1946,  and  John  Cullen  Westcott,  of  the  Class  of  1951. 
The  College  will  hold  these  names  in  grateful  remem- 
brance. 

Happy  those  who  with  a  glowing  faith 

In  one  embrace  clasped  Death  and  Victory. 
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II.     GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS 

From  April  1,  1950  to  March  31,  1951 


Gifts: 
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Class  of  1950  Fund    (addition)    Contributions  187.57 

Class  of  1951  Fund-Contributions      ....  34.00 

Art  Museum-Earl  F.  Cook  '26 5.00 

Biology  Department— Ellis  Spear,  3rd  '29    .     .  6.94 

Books-Frederick  W.  Anthoensen  H'47    .     .     .  25.00 

Sheldon  Christian  '37 25.00 

William  W.  Lawrence  '98 50.00 

Cornelius  P.  Rhoads  '20 10.00 

James  E.  Rhodes,  2nd  '97 50.00 

Richard  A.  Rhodes,  2nd  '44 10.00 

In  memory  of  Richard  E.  Eames  '47    .     .     .  50.00 

Harry  H.  Hayes  Fund— Mrs.  Carrie  M.  Hayes  .  500.00 

Infirmary-Daniel  F.  Hanley  '39 100.00 

Institute— Pejepscot  Historical  Society      .     .     .  200.00 

Society  of  Bowdoin  Women 250.00 

Library— Alumni  Fund 18.58 

Anonymous 1,232.61 

Elijah  Kellogg  Memorial  Fund— Harvey  D. 

Eaton 1,000.00 

Sumner  T.  Pike  '13 500.00 

Meddiebempsters  Loan  Fund 400.00 

New  England  Society  Loan  Fund  (addition) 

New  England  Society  in  New  York  City    .     .  250.00 

Augustus  F.  Moulton  Fund    (addition)    .     .     .  26.25 

Music— Anonymous 5.00 

Piano  Fund-Harvey  D.  Gibson  '02     .     .     .     .  855.00 

President's  Discretion— Mary  S.  Fuller     .     .     .  100.00 

David  Lilienthal 100.00 

Frederick  W.  Pickard  '94  ......     .  3,000.00 

Special  Library  Printing  Project- 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Percy  D.  Mitchell 100.00 

Forbes  Rickard  Prize-Kenneth  C.  M.  Sills  '01  10.00 
Eva  D.  Baker  Scholarship  Fund  (addition) 

Guy  Parkhurst  Estes  '09 1,000.00 

Henry  Francis  Barrows  Scholarship- 
Fanny  Barrows  Reed  Estate 500.00 
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Bowdoin  Fathers'  Association  Scholarship— 

Bowdoin  Fathers'  Association 700.00 

Arnold  Robert  Eck  Memorial  Scholarships- 
Edith  E.  Boyer  and  Charles  E.  Eck  '41       .     .        500.00 

Lewis  Darenydd  Evans,  II  Scholarship  Fund- 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  C.  Evans 13,190.42 

Kappa  Scholarship  Fund  (addition) 

Charles  S.  F.  Lincoln  '91 127.50 

Returned  Scholarships  Fund  (addition) 

Philip  D.  Crockett  '20 200.00 

Special  Scholarships— Anonymous 200.00 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Cooper 500.00 

Edward    L.   Shea 1,302.00 

Sound  System— Alumni  Fund 79.95 

Sesquicentennial  Fund— Contributions     .     .      270,043.21 
Harvey  Dow  Gibson  Memorial  Fund#     .     .  98,052.16 

Bequests: 

Herbert  T.  Field  Fund- 
Herbert  T.  Field  '92  Estate 5,000.00 

George  W.  McArthur  Prize— 

Almira  L.  McArthur  Estate 2,000.00 

Hall-Mercer  Scholarship  Fund  (addition) 
Alexander  G.  Mercer  Estate 98.90 

Potter  Scholarship  Fund- 
Caroline  N.  Potter  Estate 52,497.85 

Edward  P.  Warren  Fund- 
Edward  P.  Warren  H'26  Estate 5,857.67 

Frank  E.  Woodruff  Fund- 
Edith  S.  Woodruff  Estate 3,568.17 

Estate:  Charles  E.  Adams  '84  (addition)   .     .      100,000.00 
Robert  Luce 7,116.75 

$648,557.59 


*This  fund  is  a  part  of  the  Sesquicentennial  Fund,  but  is   not  in 
eluded  in   the   total   of   $270;043.21. 
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Last  January  the  Manufacturers  Trust  Company,  of  New 
York  City,  sent  the  College  a  contribution  of  $75,000  to 
establish  the  Harvey  Dow  Gibson  Memorial  Fund  to  which 
other  contributions  might  be  made,  and  the  disposition  of 
which  was  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  composed 
of  Mrs.  Gibson,  the  President  of  the  Manufacturers  Trust 
Company,  and  the  President  of  the  College.  To  this  fund 
Mrs.  Gibson  and  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Whitney  Bourne 
Choate,  have  already  made  generous  additions.  It  is 
planned  to  have  the  fund  accumulate  and  then  to  use  it 
in  such  a  way  that  there  will  be  a  tangible  memorial  on 
the  campus. 

Among  the  bequests  received,  as  the  list  shows,  is  the  ad- 
dition of  $100,000  from  the  Estate  of  Charles  E.  Adams, 
of  the  Class  of  1884,  which  makes  the  fund  he  established 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  possession  of  the  College.  Our 
gratitude  is  very  real  not  only  to  him  but  to  the  executors 
and  trustees  of  his  estate  for  an  unusually  prompt  settle- 
ment. 

The  scholarship  funds  have  also  received  noteworthy  ad- 
ditions. The  Potter  Fund  is  of  special  significance  to  those 
who  remember  the  Honorable  Barrett  Potter,  of  the  Class 
of  1878,  for  so  many  years  the  Counsel  of  the  College,  and 
his  sisters  who  were  most  loyal  and  interested  friends  of 
Bowdoin.  The  fund  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  in  mem- 
ory of  their  son  Lewis,  of  the  Class  of  1946,  also  deserves 
the  warm  gratitude  of  the  College. 

Another  bequest,  not  yet  received,  is  that  of  Emma  L. 
Conant,  late  of  Brookline,  Massachusetts,  whose  residuary 
estate  is  divided  into  three  parts  among  the  Maine  General 
Hospital  of  Portland,  Children's  Hospital  of  Boston,  and 
the  Library  of  Bowdoin  College  for  the  purchase  of  non-fic- 
tion books  to  be  known  as  the  Lewis  S.  Conant  collection. 
When  the  estate  is  settled  it  is  expected  that  the  College 
will  receive  a  substantial  fund  which  will  be  of  great  help 
on  the  budget  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
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Speaking  of  the  budget,  I  attended  not  long  ago  the  in- 
auguration of  the  new  President  of  the  Andover-Newton 
Theological  Seminary,  who  remarked  that  in  the  future  he 
was  afraid  his  mind  would  be  more  on  the  budget  than  the 
Bible.  In  my  long  and  varied  career  as  President  of  the 
College  I  have  never  known  a  time  when  it  was  so  difficult 
to  give  advice  about  those  facts  which  are  so  important  in 
preparing  our  estimates  for  the  following  year  as  it  is  this 
year.  Actually  at  the  present  time  we  cannot  possibly  fore- 
tell what  the  enrollment  will  be,  either  this  summer  or 
next  fall;  the  Visiting  Committee  has  made  up  its  figures 
in  the  hope  that  we  shall  have  about  250  students  this  sum- 
mer, 700  next  fall,  and  600  next  spring.  I  should  not  be  a 
bit  surprised  if  these  estimates  would  vary  by  a  hundred 
one  way  or  the  other.  This  year  we  expect  to  close  our 
books  without  any  deficit,  thanks  to  the  increase  of  income 
from  our  invested  funds  and  to  the  very  generous  support 
from  the  alumni.  The  importance  of  the  Alumni  Fund  is 
more  and  more  evident  each  year. 

On  April  1st  the  College  carried  out  the  instructions 
given  at  the  February  meeting  of  the  Boards  to  become  a 
participant  in  the  Social  Security  Plan,  and  although 
some  members  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  have  registered 
some  legal  objections  it  seems  to  me  clear  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  plan  will  bring  great  benefits  to  the  employees 
of  the  College,  particularly  the  older  members  of  the  faculty 
and  the  members  of  the  non-academic  staff.  In  general  the 
provisions  of  Social  Security  are  simply  additional  insurance 
for  which  the  premiums  are  paid  jointly  by  the  employer, 
Bowdoin  College,  and  the  employees. 

III.     THE  YEAR  JUST  PASSED 

This  year  has  been  in  nearly  all  respects  satisfactory. 
Naturally  a  great  deal  of  confusion  and  uncertainty  per- 
vaded the  campus,  particularly  last  fall,  due  in  no  small 
measure  to  Congressional  delay  in  dealing  with  the  Selec- 
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tive  Service  Act.  We  were  informed  last  November  on 
seemingly  good  authority  that  by  February  the  colleges 
would  have  before  them  definite  information  regarding  the 
time  and  conditions  under  which  undergraduates  would 
enter  the  service.  Now,  the  middle  of  May,  the  bill  has  not 
yet  passed,  and  we  are  still  in  the  dark  regarding  the  prob- 
able enrollment  next  fall.  Under  the  inevitable  uncertain- 
ty, the  undergraduates  have  been  remarkably  steady.  From 
February  5th  to  May  10th  only  one  student  has  left  Col- 
lege for  any  cause,  and  he  was  a  special  student  called  to 
the  service.  So  far  as  I  know  this  is  an  unprecedented 
record  and  is  a  good  answer  to  the  sensational  state- 
ments in  the  public  press  of  students  leaving  college  cam- 
puses in  droves.  There  is  no  question  but  that  the  ROTC 
has  been  a  salutary,  stabilizing  force.  The  College  has  been 
very  fortunate  in  the  character  and  quality  of  the  officers, 
commissioned  and  non-commissioned,  sent  here  to  train 
our  men.  The  work  in  the  classroom  and  on  the  field  has 
been  carried  on  with  excellent  standards  and,  of  course, 
excellent  results.  Speaking  of  standards,  I  am  glad  to  call 
attention  to  the  caliber  of  the  senior  class;  four  Fulbright 
Awards  for  study  abroad  have  been  awarded  to  gradu- 
ating seniors,  which  I  am  told  is  an  unusually  high  propor- 
tion for  a  small  college.  Other  seniors  have  won  coveted 
fellowships  from  American  universities.  Apparently  the 
reputation  of  the  College  among  graduate  schools  is  pretty 
good.  The  Dean,  in  his  report  dealing  with  undergradu- 
ate activities,  has  called  attention  to  the  excellence  of  the 
work  being  done  by  almost  all  of  the  undergraduate  organ- 
izations, such  as  the  musical  clubs,  the  Meddiebempsters, 
the  Masque  and  Gown,  Bowdoin-on-the-Air,  the  Orient,  and 
the  Quill,  and  I  am  heartily  glad  to  second  his  commenda- 
tions. Furthermore,  the  Political  Forum  under  student 
auspices  has  adhered  to  its  policy  of  inviting  speakers  of 
different  parties,  different  countries,  and  different  ideologies 
to  address  them;  at  these  meetings  keen  student  and  faculty 
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questionings  have  brought  about  that  kind  of  discussion 
which  is  so  essential  in  a  democracy  and  of  which  we  should 
have  much  more. 

The  year  was  also  marked  by  the  dedication  on  Alumni 
Day  of  the  new  Classroom  Building;  by  the  breaking  of 
ground  in  April  for  the  new  Chemistry  Building;  and  by 
the  progress  made  on  the  new  Storehouse  and  Refrigerating 
Plant  for  the  centralized  dining  service,  made  necessary  by 
the  reactivation  of  the  Naval  Air  Station  and  our  conse- 
quent inability  to  use  the  facilities  there.  It  is  appropriate 
to  express  here  our  gratitude  to  the  Navy  for  the  many  serv- 
ices rendered  to  us  from  the  close  of  the  war  until  the 
present  time;  without  such  we  should  have  been  obliged 
shortly  after  the  war  to  clutter  the  campus  with  temporary 
housing  units  and  to  have  made  expensive  and  inconven- 
ient arrangements  for  housing  and  feeding  undergraduates. 
It  is  also  good  to  report  that  the  rehabilitation  of  the  class- 
rooms in  Memorial  and  Adams  Halls  have  made  this  an 
unusually  active  building  year.  Thanks  to  a  legacy  from 
the  late  Miss  Edith  Woodruff,  of  Vassar  College,  the  old 
Greek  Room  has  been  transformed  into  an  unusually  beau- 
tiful and  attractive  classical  classroom  in  memory  of  her 
father,  Professor  Frank  E.  Woodruff.  The  beginning  of 
work  on  the  new  Chemistry  Building  is  indeed  a  venture 
of  faith,  as  we  have  not  in  hand  all  the  funds  needed  for 
its  erection  and  maintenance,  nor  are  we  assured  of  the 
prompt  delivery  of  material  though  we  do  not  anticipate 
too  much  trouble  in  arranging  for  priority. 

It  is  a  very  cheering  thing  to  see  all  this  activity,  a  sign 
that  the  College  is  alive  and  moving  ahead.  Buildings  and 
equipment  are  not  the  most  essential  elements  of  a  college 
but  they  are  tools  that  may  be  regarded  as  almost  indispen- 
sable. I  suppose  it  might  be  possible  to  have  excellent  in- 
struction in  shoddy,  ill-kept  halls,  and  as  I  have  often  said 
it  is  better  to  have  good  teaching  in  wooden  buildings  than 
wooden  teaching  in  marble  edifices.   But  here  and  now  we 
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have  as  good  classroom  facilities  as  any  small  college  could 
reasonably  expect,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  superior 
equipment  will  inspire  superior  instruction. 

IV.     THE  FACULTY 

During  the  year  the  following  members  of  the  faculty 
were  absent  on  leave:  For  the  whole  year,  Edward  C.  Kirk- 
land,  Frank  Munsey  Professor  of  History,  to  be  Visiting 
Professor  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  the  second 
semester;  Henry  G.  Russell,  Associate  Professor  of  Religion, 
to  take  charge  of  the  seminars  conducted  by  the  American 
Friends*  Service  with  headquarters  at  Geneva,  Switzerland; 
and  Paul  Nixon,  Winkley  Professor  of  the  Latin  Language 
and  Literature,  who  is  spending  the  year  in  California; 
for  the  first  semester,  Albert  Abrahamson,  Professor  of 
Economics,  for  government  work  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Sym- 
ington in  Washington;  for  the  second  semester,  Robert  P. 
T.  Coffin,  Pierce  Professor  of  English,  who  is  inaugurating 
the  George  Ellis  ton  Chair  of  Poetry  at  the  University  of 
Cincinnati;  and  Edward  Pols,  Assistant  Professor  of  Phil- 
osophy, who  was  called  to  the  Army  February  1st. 

The  following  members  of  the  faculty  were  absent 
on  sabbatical  leave:  Charles  H.  Livingston,  Longfellow 
Professor  of  Romance  Languages,  for  the  year;  Samuel  E. 
Kamerling,  Professor  of  Chemistry,  for  the  first  semester; 
Morgan  B.  Cushing,  Professor  of  Economics;  Reinhard  L. 
Korgen,  Professor  of  Mathematics;  and  William  C.  Root, 
Professor  of  Chemistry,  for  the  second  semester. 

At  Commencement  last  June  the  following  appoint- 
ments to  endowed  chairs  were  made: 

Alfred  O.  Gross,  Josiah  Little  Professor  of  Natural 
Science 

Herbert  R.  Brown,  Edward  Little  Professor  of  Rhetoric 
and  Oratory 
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Fritz  C.  A.  Koelln,  George  Taylor  Files  Professor  of 
Modern  Languages 

The  following  promotions  were  made: 

Lawrence  L.  Pelletier  from  Assistant  to  Associate  Profes- 
sor of  Government 

John  S.  Sweet  from  Instructor  to  Assistant  Professor  of 
English 

Russell  F.  Locke,  Jr.  from  Instructor  to  Assistant  Profes- 
sor of  Music 

James  A.  Storer  from  Instructor  to  Assistant  Professor  of 
Economics 

The  following  new  appointments  were  made: 

Henry  G.  May,  of  Scripps  College,  California,  Visiting 
Associate  Professor  of  American  History,  to  take  the  place 
of  Professor  Kirkland  for  the  year 

Carl  F.  Andry,  Lecturer  in  Religion,  to  take  the  place  of 
Associate  Professor  Henry  G.  Russell  for  the  year 

Richard  L.  Chittim,  of  the  Class  of  1941,  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor of  Mathematics,  after  his  return  from  Oxford  where 
he  was  a  Rhodes  Scholar  for  the  last  three  years 

George  A.  Paul,  Fellow,  Tutor  and  Praelector  in  Phil- 
osophy, University  College,  Oxford  University,  Lecturer  in 
Philosophy  on  the  Tallman  Foundation  for  the  second 
semester 

The  following  Instructors  were  appointed: 

David  L.  Russell,  Instructor  in  Psychology  and  Director 

of  Student  Counselling 

Harvey  F.  Nelson,  Instructor  in  Government 

Dwight  N.  Lindley,  Instructor  in  English 

Charles  M.  Crain  '46,  Instructor  in  French 

Walter  W.  Harvey  '46,  Instructor  in  Chemistry 

Charles  S.  Benson,  Instructor  in  Economics 

Elroy  O.  LaCasce,  Jr.  '44,  Instructor  in  Physics  for  the 

second  semester 
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The  following  Teaching  Fellows  were  appointed: 

Henry  L.  Bird  in  Biology 

Robert  M.  Cross  '45  in  English  for  the  first  semester,  pro- 
moted to  Instructor  in  English  the  second  semester 
Anthony  E.  Ganaros  in  Biology 
Mario  A.  Tonon  '42  in  French  for  the  second  year 

George  D.  Shay,  of  the  Department  of  Athletics,  resigned 
in  November  to  go  into  business;  for  fourteen  years  he  had 
been  a  most  popular  and  valuable  member  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Physical  Training.  The  College  wishes  him  the 
best  of  fortune  in  his  new  career. 

The  following  is  the  roster  of  officers  in  the  ROTC: 

Walter  H.  Kennett,  Colonel  TC,  USA,  Professor  of  Mili- 
tary Science  and  Tactics 

Gregg  C.  McLeod,  Lt.  Col.  TC,  USA,  Assistant  Professor 
of  Military  Science  and  Tactics 

Joseph  B.  Miller,  Major  TC,  USA,  Assistant  Professor  of 
Military  Science  and  Tactics 

Ralph  T.  Higdon,  Warrant  Officer  (j.g.)  USA 

George  C.  Daly,  Master  Sgt.  USA,  to  December  19,  1950 

Frank  Beachy,  Master  Sgt.  USA,  from  December  19,  1950 

Percy  E.  Driskell,  Sgt.  First  Class,  USA 

Frederick  K.  Selnau,  Sgt.  First  Class,  USA 

Mr.  George  A.  Paul,  the  eighteenth  scholar  who  has  come 
to  Bowdoin  on  the  Tallman  Foundation,  has  proved  him- 
self in  every  way  a  friendly  ambassador  of  Great  Britain 
and  of  Oxford.  His  two  lectures  were  "Ideologies"  on  May 
9th,  and  "Discovery  in  the  Familiar"  on  May  16th.  In  this 
connection  it  is  interesting  to  remember  that  since  the 
foundation  of  the  Tallman  lecture  fund  in  1928  the  Col- 
lege has  had  four  scholars  from  Oxford  University,  one 
from  Cambridge,  England,  one  each  from  the  Universities 
of  Rome,  Nancy,  Bonn,  Vienna,  Manchester,  and  Queen's 
University  of  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland.  We  have  also  had 
representatives   of   Chile,   Canada,   and  China,   and   three 
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American  scholars:  our  own  Donald  MacMillan,  and  profes- 
sors from  Cornell  and  Lafayette.  It  is  hard  to  estimate  the 
value  of  these  visiting  scholars,  not  only  on  the  students  but 
on  the  faculty  and  the  college  community  in  general.  We 
hope  next  year  to  bring  over  from  Europe  a  distinguished 
scholar  in  the  field  of  English  literature. 

The  esteem  in  which  the  present  faculty  is  held  by  out- 
side sources  is  seen  not  only  by  the  lend-lease  of  two  of 
our  professors  to  American  universities  but  by  the  fact  that 
two  others,  Assistant  Professor  Albert  S.  Roe  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Art,  and  Assistant  Professor  James  A.  Storer  of  the 
Department  of  Economics,  have  been  granted  Fulbright 
Awards  for  next  year.  Mr.  Roe  will  study  the  works  of 
William  Blake  at  the  British  Museum  in  London  and  hopes 
next  year  to  have  his  book  on  that  artist  and  poet  pub- 
lished by  the  Princeton  University  Press,  while  Mr.  Storer 
will  go  to  the  Philippines  to  study  at  firsthand  trade  con- 
ditions there  for  his  doctoral  dissertation. 

We  have  not  made  it  our  practice  to  publish  a  bibliog- 
raphy of  essays  and  books  written  by  members  of  the  fac- 
ulty, but  in  looking  over  the  list  in  our  catalogue  I  find 
that  since  my  last  report  Professor  Livingston  has  the  an- 
nouncement of  a  very  important  work  in  Middle  French  to 
be  published  this  summer;  Professor  Herbert  Ross  Brown 
has  been  joint  editor  of  a  valuable  anthology  of  American 
prose  and  poetry;  Professor  Holmes  has  contributed  a  text- 
book in  mathematics;  and  Professor  Helmreich  is  adding 
yearly  to  his  reputation  as  an  authority  on  the  political 
history  of  the  Near  East.  As  for  Professor  Coffin,  to  quote 
from  the  well-known  comment  on  the  works  of  H.  G.  Wells, 
"it  is  impossible  to  read  his  latest  book,  so  quickly  do  they 
come  from  the  press."  This  month  another  volume  of 
poems  by  R.  P.  T.  C.  is  coming  out.  Professor  Munn  is  also 
publishing  a  revised  version  of  his  book  on  psychology 
which  is  used  extensively  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  an- 
other   textbook    on    psychology   has   come   out   under   his 
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editorship  assisted  by  Dr.  E.  Parker  Johnson,  Jr.  This  is 
only  a  very  limited  account  of  the  research  being  done  by 
members  of  the  present  faculty.  It  is  very  important  that  in 
the  small  college  as  well  as  in  universities  research  be  car- 
ried on,  and  it  is  encouraging  in  these  days  that  so  many 
members  of  our  staff  find  it  possible  both  to  do  excellent 
teaching  and  to  produce  scholarly  works. 

V.     THE  SESQUICENTENNIAL  FUND 

As  of  April  30,  1951,  the  Fund  stood  as  follows: 

Total  subscriptions     $2,492,138.08 
Total  payments  2,107,712.29 

We  have  so  far  carried  out  the  policy  with  which  the 
Fund  was  started,  namely,  that  one-half  of  the  funds  raised 
should  go  into  the  building  program  and  that  the  other 
half  should  be  added  to  the  permanent  endowment  funds 
of  the  College,  income  only  to  be  used  for  instruction.  Any 
visitor  to  the  campus  can  see  what  the  Fund  has  meant  so 
far  as  the  physical  plant  is  concerned.  On  the  more  intangi- 
ble but  no  less  essential  side,  we  have  by  no  means  raised 
faculty  salaries  to  meet  expectations,  to  say  nothing  of 
hopes;  but  the  Sesquicentennial  Fund  has  aided  much  in 
financing  the  bold  increases  made  two  years  ago  when 
funds  were  not  in  hand,  with  the  result  that  whereas  other 
colleges  are  paying  or  are  promising  higher  salaries  for  cer- 
tain individual  professors,  the  median  of  our  salaries  is 
higher  than  that  of  many  of  our  sister  institutions.  But  this 
should  not  for  a  moment  make  us  complacent;  competition 
is  constantly  becoming  keener.  State  universities,  junior 
colleges,  urban  institutions  are  attracting  more  and  more 
good  men  because  of  much  larger  compensation  than  we 
can  pay.  Industry  is  taking  an  increasing  quota  of  prom- 
ising young  men  who  twenty  years  ago  would  be  on  their 
way  to  a  professorship,  not  only  in  the  fields  of  physical 
science  but  in  the  departments  of  psychology,   sociology, 
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economics,  and  allied  studies.  The  answer  is  not  merely  to 
be  found  in  higher  salaries  but  in  the  necessity  for  more 
general  regard  of  the  importance  of  the  teaching  profession. 

VI.     FREEDOM  IN  TEACHING 

There  is  clearly  another  danger  to  teaching  and  that  is  in 
the  subtle  and  often  disguised  attacks  on  the  freedom  of 
teaching.  If  one  of  the  cardinal  principles  of  democracy 
is  not  only  the  importance  of  the  individual  but  the  equal 
necessity  of  safeguarding  minority  rights,  we  must  be  con- 
stantly on  our  guard  to  prevent  limitation  on  reasonable 
presentation  of  opinions  and  views  that  may  not  be  accept- 
able to  the  majority.  When  students  in  college  or  universi- 
ty are  fearful  of  expressing  opinions  in  conferences  or 
classroom  because  such  expressions  may  later  on  be  branded 
as  "subversive,"  or  when  teachers  hesitate  to  set  forth  "lib- 
eral" or  "progressive"  views  for  fear  of  getting  in  wrong 
either  with  governmental  or  academic  authorities,  there  is 
very  real  peril  for  American  principles.  Thank  Heaven— 
and  thanks  also  to  the  prevailing  common  sense  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Maine  and  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Governing  Boards  of 
Bowdoin  College— we  have  not  been  subjected  to  such  con- 
troversial requirements  as  teachers'  oaths,  nor  have  we  had 
anything  approaching  academic  witchhunts.  I  have  per- 
sonally known  of  no  single  instance  of  interference  on  the 
Bowdoin  campus  with  the  rightful  privileges  of  academic 
freedom.  The  saying  of  Montaigne,  "I  speak  the  truth, 
not  so  much  as  I  wish  but  as  much  as  I  dare;  and  I  dare  a 
little  more  as  I  grow  older,"  may  well  be  applied  to  the 
College;  for  it  recognizes  that  some  wisdom  and  some  cour- 
age accompany  age. 

I  have  devoted  so  much  space  to  this  subject  for  having 
for  many  years  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  expressing  my  own 
views  on  public  and  political  matters,  which  often  have 
been  minority  views,  I  know  that  the  same  freedom  exists 
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for  my  colleagues;  and  this  self-evident  fact  is  only  recorded 
here  because  of  wide  national  interest  in  the  whole  subject 
today  and  because  of  the  vital  importance  of  proper  aca- 
demic freedom  to  the  preservation  of  our  democracy. 

VII.   1952:  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  SESQUICENTENNIAL 

Next  year  whatever  may  happen  to  us  in  enrollment  or 
financial  difficulties  we  plan  to  observe  with  due  dignity 
and  humility  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  opening  of  the  College  for  instruction.  As  it  took  eight 
years  from  June  24,  1794,  the  date  of  our  charter,  to  the  ad- 
mission of  the  first  class  in  September,  1802,  so  it  will  take 
the  same  period  of  eight  years,  from  1944  to  1952,  to  com- 
plete the  Sesquicentennial  Fund  of  $3,025,000.  As  the  cen- 
tennial in  1894  was  rightly  more  generally  observed  than 
the  centennial  of  the  opening  of  the  College  in  1902,  so  we 
must  not  forget  that  in  the  important  convocation  of  1944 
the  College  really  observed  formally  its  sesquicentennial; 
consequently  the  exercises  next  year  will  necessarily  be 
secondary.  It  is  hoped  that  suitable  ceremonies  will  be  held 
during  the  year  with  an  Institute,  and  we  trust  with  the 
triennial  Council  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  and  with  special  rec- 
ognition at  the  Commencement  on  June  7,  1952.  A  joint 
committee  on  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  the  opening  of  the  College  with  representation  from  the 
Boards,  faculty,  and  alumni  will  soon  meet  in  Portland  to 
prepare  for  this  important  event.  The  committee  consists 
of  The  President  and  Mr.  Copeland  from  the  Board  of 
Trustees;  Messrs.  Clifford,  Robinson,  and  Niven  from  the 
Board  of  Overseers;  Professors  Daggett  and  Dane  from  the 
faculty;  and  Messrs.  Kendrick  Burns  and  William  DeWitt 
Hyde  from  the  alumni. 

The  year  1952  will  also  be  an  admirable  year  during 
which  the  present  President  of  the  College  should  and  will 
retire.   I  am  to  ask  the  Governing  Boards  to  appoint  a  com- 
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mittee  to  select  my  successor,  a  committee  that  I  am  sure 
will  seek  counsel  and  advice  also  from  faculty  and  alumni, 
so  that  there  need  be  no  interregnum  and  so  that  a  new 
President  may  begin  his  administration  sometime  after 
Commencement,  when  the  College  starts  on  its  one  hundred 
and  fifty-first  year. 

VIII.     RELIGION  IN  THE  COLLEGE 

There  is  one  phrase  in  President  Hyde's  famous  defini- 
tion of  "The  Offer  of  the  College"  that  is  very  often  over- 
looked, namely,  to  "form  character  under  professors  who 
are  Christians/'  Anyone  who  knew  Dr.  Hyde  at  all  well  is 
sure  that  he  would  use  this  term  in  no  narrow  or  %mrestrict- 
ed  sense.  He  meant,  I  think,  that  the  members  of  the 
faculty  should  be  aware  of  the  fact  that  Bowdoin  is  a  Chris- 
tian college;  that  they  should  keep  in  mind  the  role  which 
religion  plays  in  education;  that  they  should  recognize  the 
importance  of  the  spiritual,  and  set  forth  the  essential 
characteristics  of  the  Christian  attitude. 

The  other  day  I  made  a  very  informal  census  of  the  re- 
ligious affiliations  of  the  ninety-five  men  whose  names  ap- 
pear in  the  current  catalogue  under  the  title  "Officers  of 
Instruction  and  Government";  of  these,  some  fifty-five 
could  well  be  listed  as  having  active  associations  with  some 
church,  twenty-eight  as  having  nominal  membership,  and 
twelve  as  having  neither  status,  although  in  this  latter 
group  several  had  in  their  families  active  church  mem- 
bership. This  enumeration  is  approximate;  it  is  worth  re- 
cording as  a  protest  against  the  common  idea  that  our  col- 
leges are  hotbeds  of  irreligion  and  atheism. 

All  this  does  not  mean  that  the  religious  condition  of  the 
College  is  ideal.  Far  from  it.  Perhaps  my  successor  would 
do  well  to  consider  the  advisability  of  appointing  a  College 
Chaplain;  very  possibly  I  have  been  wrong  in  believing 
that  for  many  undergraduates  informal  relations  are  bet- 
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ter.  I  have  felt  that  the  individual  churches  in  Brunswick 
should  shoulder  responsibility  for  keeping  in  their  particu- 
lar folds  those  who  naturally  belong  there.  I  have  often 
stated  that  I  hope  that  whatever  confirmed  religious  con- 
victions a  lad  may  have  when  he  enters  Bowdoin,  those  con- 
victions, if  held  with  intellectual  integrity,  will  not  be 
weakened  but  strengthened  by  his  experience  here.  The 
College  is  not  primarily  a  religious  institution,  but  if  it 
neglects  the  religious  emphasis  it  is  not  furnishing  a  com- 
plete and  generous  education.  It  is  no  accident  that  the 
Chapel  occupies  a  central  position  on  the  campus,  nor  that 
its  spires  are  the  first  thing  seen  from  a  distance. 

There  has  been  this  year  renewed  discussion,  as  is  inevita- 
ble, of  required  chapel  attendance.  The  Dean  has  wisely 
made  the  regulations  positive  by  providing  that  instead  of 
a  number  of  cuts,  every  member  of  the  undergraduate 
body  shall  attend  during  the  term  a  certain  number  of 
Sunday  and  weekday  services,  selecting  his  own  days  as  he 
will.  A  committee  of  the  faculty,  under  the  very  able  chair- 
manship of  Professor  Daggett,  has  made  a  careful  study  of 
undergraduate  complaints  and  criticisms  that  were  aired 
last  fall  in  the  Orient.  The  conclusions  of  this  report  are: 

1.  That  the  acoustical  properties  of  the  Chapel  are 
most  unsatisfactory  and  should  be  remedied  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 

2.  That  the  nature  and  conduct  of  the  services  both 
on  Sundays  and  weekdays  during  the  past  six 
months  have  been  excellent. 

3.  That  the  attendance  of  the  faculty  is  adequate,  and 
that  the  new  provisions  for  attendance  of  under- 
graduates, while  still  experimental,  are  promising. 

This  report  demonstrates  that  the  College  welcomes  the 
criticism  of  the  students  and  is  not  satisfied  or  complacent 
about  chapel.  Another  committee,  that  of  Religious  Ac- 
tivities, which  has  also  under  its  hardworking  chairman, 
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Professor  Turner,  considered  the  problem  during  the  win- 
ter, is  seeking  the  help  of  the  alumni  by  asking  for  their 
opinion  after  the  lapse  of  time  as  to  the  desirability  of 
maintaining  the  traditional  policy  of  required  attendance 
at  chapel.  Early  results  show  that  the  alumni  are  in  favor 
of  retaining  required  chapel  attendance  by  a  majority  of 
three  to  one. 

As  to  courses  in  religion,  it  is  true  that  these  electives  are 
not  so  popular  as  one  might  wish,  yet  under  Professor 
Henry  G.  Russell  and  those  who  have  substituted  for  him 
in  his  absence,  Dr.  McNair  and  Dr.  Andry,  many  under- 
graduates have  testified  to  the  worth  of  these  courses,  and 
a  few  have  been  attracted  to  the  ministry  by  them.  Nor 
should  it  be  forgotten  that  in  some  of  the  larger  courses, 
such  as  English  1-2  for  freshmen  and  Comparative  Liter- 
ature 1,2  for  juniors  and  seniors,  a  good  deal  of  time  is 
given  to  the  literary  study  of  the  Scriptures  and  of  other 
religious  literature. 

IX.     THINGS  WE  NEED  AND  DO  NOT  HAVE 

Very  often  alumni,  undergraduates,  and  friends  of  the 
College  with  excellent  ideas  for  improvement  and  with 
perhaps  excusable  impatience,  ask  why  the  College  does 
not  provide  certain  facilities  which  seem  clearly  to  be  need- 
ed, for  example: 

1.     Why  do  we  not  have  a  College  Inn  such  as  exists  on 
many  campuses? 

Careful  studies  and  surveys  have  been  made  in 
the  past  which  show  that  Brunswick  is  not  strate- 
gically situated  for  such  an  inn;  that  the  town  is 
certainly  not  large  enough  to  support  one;  nor 
is  the  College  sufficiently  large  to  warrant  such  an 
undertaking  for  the  College  alone.  Aside  from 
initial  costs  it  would  require  either  large  annual 
appropriations,  which  the  present  budget  cannot 
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possibly  stand,  or  a  generous  endowment  which 
is  not  in  sight.  Up  to  the  present  time  private 
companies  have  refused  to  consider  such  a  prop- 
osition seriously,  and  certainly  other  needs  of  the 
College  have  priority. 

2.  Why  not  improve  the  acoustics  of  the  Chapel? 

Experts  have  again  and  recently  told  us  that  the 
only  practical  solution  is  to  place  acoustical  tiles 
in  the  ceiling  and  that  the  cost  of  such  installa- 
tion, with  the  necessary  staging,  would  amount 
to  about  $15,000,  which  at  present  we  do  not 
have. 

3.  Why  do  we  not  have  proper  provisions  for  exhibit- 
ing our  interesting  Polar  material? 

An  Arctic  Museum  is  one  of  the  objects  listed  in 
the  Sesquicentennial  Fund  as  coming,  we  hope, 
as  a  gift.  We  all  recognize  the  splendid  traditions 
in  Arctic  explorations  made  by  Peary  and  Mac- 
Millan  and  the  present  inadequate  facilities  for 
the  display  of  trophies  from  the  North  and  for 
handling  collections  of  books  and  papers  dealing 
with  famous  expeditions.  While  the  College  is 
waiting  for  some  generous  donor,  because  we 
have  no  free  funds  even  for  such  an  admirable 
purpose,  all  we  can  do  is  to  make  such  temporary 
provision  as  is  practical  in  the  Biological  Mu- 
seum, in  the  overcrowded  Library,  and  in  the 
summertime  in  certain  classrooms  not  used  for 
instruction.  We  are  still  waiting  and  hoping. 

4.  Why  do  we  not  drain  the  campus? 

This  is  a  question  asked  every  spring  by  wading 
undergraduates.  Much  progress  has  been  made 
of  late,  but  until  the  Town  of  Brunswick  makes 
better  provision  for  draining  the  upper  mall, 
money  expended  on  adjacent  areas  of  the  campus 
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would  not  be  wisely  spent.  We  should  be  very 
glad  to  have  class  gifts  for  additional  class  walks 
in  central  parts  of  the  campus. 

Why  do  we  not  have  a  Department  of  Geology? 
This  surely  is  a  serious  lack;  but,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  we  are,  for  need  of  funds,  obliged  to  put 
emphasis  on  the  three  fundamental  sciences: 
physics,  chemistry,  and  biology;  and  have  to  wait 
for  more  money  to  equip  properly  a  geological 
laboratory,  to  say  nothing  of  adding  to  our 
budget  for  instruction.  For  the  moment  the 
economic  situation  forces  us  to  contract  rather 
than  to  expand;  but  we  have  hopes  that  when 
the  new  Chemistry  Building  is  functioning,  and 
when  the  present  Science  Building  is  to  be  reha- 
bilitated, provision  can  there  be  made  for  geol- 
ogy. 

Why  does  not  the  College  have  a  man  in  charge  of 

Public  Relations? 

Publicity  of  the  right  sort  is  certainly  desirable; 
but  comparing  the  percentage  of  money  that  the 
College  spends  on  instruction  with  the  percentage 
that  goes  for  purely  administrative  functions,  it 
is  clear  that  the  College  must  be  very  careful  not 
to  expand  too  rapidly  in  departments  that  are  not 
vitally  concerned  with  instruction.  A  new  admin- 
istrative officer  means  a  new  office,  a  new  secre- 
tary, and  all  other  expenses  that  go  with  the  ne- 
cessity of  conducting  affairs  satisfactorily;  and 
consequently  a  large  annual  addition  to  the 
budget.  So  far  as  possible  it  has  been  our  policy 
to  unite  teaching  and  administrative  duties.  The 
Dean,  the  President,  and  the  Assistant  Director  of 
Admissions  teach,  and  we  must  be  very  careful  in 
balancing  the  different  demands  upon  the  College 
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appropriations  to  see  that  teaching  is  strength- 
ened above  everything  else. 

7.  Why  does  not  the  College  include  in  its  athletic 
program  wrestling,  fencing,  lacrosse,  squash,  and 
other  minor  sports  for  which  there  is  undoubtedly 
some  demand  and  which  are  to  be  found  in  some  of 
our  sister  institutions? 

The  answer  again  is  the  necessity  of  using  what 
funds  we  have  to  provide  for  an  athletic  program 
that  is  reasonably  satisfactory  and  constantly  to 
be  on  guard  against  spreading  our  facilities  too 
thin.  After  all,  Bowdoin  is  a  small  college  and 
has  neither  enough  students  enrolled  nor  suffi- 
cient means  at  hand  to  furnish  coaching,  equip 
ment,  travel  money,  and  all  the  other  details  that 
go  now  with  the  maintenance  of  additional  sports 
such  as  these. 

One  might  use  much  the  same  arguments  for  delay  in 
building  a  college  theatre,  hockey  rink,  additions  to  the 
Library  or  to  the  Infirmary  or  to  the  athletic  plant.  It  is  a 
fine  thing  to  have  ardent  advocates  of  all  these  improve- 
ments; but  it  is  not  in  the  spirit  of  defeatism  to  say  that 
each  need  must  bide  its  time  and  to  assure  the  friends  of  the 
College  that  the  present  progress  in  building  will,  we  hope, 
continue.  My  long  experience  as  President  has  made  me 
sure  of  one  fact,  that  the  College  often  does  not  get  gifts 
where  it  expects  them,  and  many  times  receives  benefactions 
from  utterly  unexpected  quarters.  I  am  frequently  remind- 
ed of  the  interesting  fact  that  when  the  Misses  Walker,  of 
Boston,  in  the  early  nineties  wished  to  give  Bowdoin  an  art 
museum,  President  Hyde  urged  them  instead  to  pro- 
vide for  a  library  or  a  science  building  then  entirely  lack- 
ing. Being  good  New  England  ladies  and  knowing  exactly 
what  they  wanted  they  replied,  "An  art  building  or  noth- 
ing."  And  so  the  Walker  Art  Building  came  into  existence 
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and  has  been  ever  since  one  of  our  proudest  possessions. 
Probably  at  that  time  many  wished  that  the  money  had 
been  given  for  other  purposes,  yet  in  a  few  years  Hubbard 
Hall  and  the  Searles  Science  Building  were  provided  by 
other  generous  donors.  The  College  is  long-lived,  and  her 
sons  must  be  patient,  content  at  least  with  the  thought  that 
through  the  years  Bowdoin  has  rather  gone  without  until 
her  needs  could  be  adequately  fulfilled.  As  we  have  striven 
for  excellence  in  our  scholastic  standards,  we  have  also  held 
up  the  necessity  of  having  facilities  first-rate  before  they  are 
added  permanently  to  the  campus  or  to  the  other  activities 
of  the  College. 

X.     A  LOOK  AHEAD 

As  I  see  things  now,  it  looks  as  if  for  the  next  five  or  ten 
years  the  College  would  have  three  terms— fall,  spring,  and 
summer— with  the  provision  that  men  may  enter  three  times 
a  year  and  leave  with  credit  on  the  completion  of  the  term. 
Some  educational  leaders  in  the  East  think  that  this  will 
evolve  into  a  four-quarter  system,  and  perhaps  it  will;  but 
unless  a  miracle  happens  and  the  world  finds  itself  suddenly 
at  peace,  the  colleges  will  have  to  adapt  themselves  to  very 
different  conditions.  To  give  one  example,  we  shall  have 
to  reform  the  major  examination  system  so  that  as  much 
as  possible  can  be  preserved  of  the  older  type  with  changes 
made  necessary  by  interruptions  in  the  sophomore  or  junior 
year.  Undoubtedly  also  there  will  have  to  be  radical  re- 
visions of  athletic  schedules;  but  fortunately  through 
the  long  and  inexcusable  delays  of  the  Congress,  the  col- 
leges this  year  have  some  respite.  We  shall  be  given  some 
time  to  work  out  new  plans;  but  whether  the  College  is  on 
the  two-term  schedule,  an  accelerated  program,  or  a  combi- 
nation of  both,  we  shall  endeavor  to  maintain  standards; 
we  shall  avoid  cutting  of  corners,  and  we  shall  insist  upon 
no  diminution  in  the  amount  of  work  required  for  the 
bachelor's  degree. 
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The  College  is  going  to  be  so  bold  as  to  conduct  a  sum- 
mer term  of  fourteen  weeks  where  credit  for  a  full  semester 
may  be  obtained,  largely  for  the  benefit  of  undergraduates 
and  incoming  freshmen  who  may  desire  to  get  as  much  edu- 
cation as  possible  before  being  called  to  the  service.  At  the 
present  moment  we  have  no  idea  how  many  will  be  enroll- 
ed but  we  feel  that  our  principal  concern  should  not  be 
for  the  faculty,  nor  the  administration,  nor  the  College 
itself,  but  for  the  young  men  who  in  all  probability  before 
too  long  will  have  to  undergo  military  training  and  very 
possibly  sustain  the  chances  of  conflict.  It  is  my  own  con- 
vinced opinion  that  whether  or  not  universal  military  serv- 
ice is  soon  integrated  into  the  present  plan  of  Selective  Serv- 
ice, whether  or  not  the  present  plan  will  last  for  two  or 
three  years,  in  all  probability  the  college  of  four  years  with 
long  summer  vacations  and  normal  progression  from  fresh- 
man to  sophomore,  from  sophomore  to  junior,  from  junior 
to  senior  year,  is  out.  We  shall  have  to  adjust  ourselves  to 
changes  in  the  curriculum  and  in  our  social,  fraternity,  and 
athletic  activities.  If,  as  seems  probable,  within  a  short 
time  every  American  boy  will  go  into  the  service  immedi- 
ately after  leaving  high  school,  it  is  not  likely  that  at  the 
age  of  twenty  or  twenty-one  he  will  give  four  years  to  a 
college  course;  nor,  despite  all  the  arrangements  for  defer- 
ment now  being  put  into  execution,  is  it  probable  that  a 
lad  in  the  present  freshman  or  sophomore  class  will  be 
able  to  stay  in  college  two  or  three  consecutive  years  more 
unless  he  is  in  the  ROTC,  and  even  there  only  a  certain 
percentage  will  be  deferred.  Consequently  we  must  be 
prepared  for  these  very  vital  changes  in  the  American  col- 
lege way  of  life.  And  all  this  is  based  on  the  assumption 
that  the  international  situation  will  not  deteriorate;  a  war, 
of  course,  would  upset  all  plans.  Looking  ahead  we  must 
also  try  to  make  as  sensible  provisions  as  are  possible  for 
the  inclusion  in  our  education  of  some  kind  of  training 
along  military  lines.   Sometimes  it  seems  strange  to  me  that 
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when  one  hears  quoted  the  admirable  definition  of  educa- 
tion by  John  Milton, 

I  call  therefore  a  complete  and  generous  education  that  which 
enables  a  man  to  fulfil  skilfully,  justly  and  magnanimously  all 
the  offices  both  public  and  private  of  peace  and  of  war. 

one  seldom  hears  the  slightest  emphasis  put  on  those  last 
two  words,  and  yet  in  the  history  of  the  Western  World  it 
has  been  estimated  that  in  the  past  two  thousand  years 
during  ninety  per  cent  of  the  time  major  wars  of  one  kind 
or  another  have  been  going  on.  The  college  of  the  future 
must  recognize  this  brutal  fact  much  more  than  has  been 
the  case  during  the  past  fifty  years.  And  in  pursuing  this 
new  form  of  education  we  must  try  to  preserve  all  that  was 
best  in  the  four-year  college  of  the  past. 

XL     THE  TASK  OF  THE  COLLEGE 

Very  frequently  today  fathers  and  friends  of  our  under- 
graduates say  how  hard  it  is  for  youth  to  be  so  uncertain  of 
the  future.  It  may  be  well  to  remember  that  for  a  hundred 
and  fifty  years  the  College  has  been  preparing  her  sons  for 
futures  that  are  certainly  for  the  most  part  'unpredictable. 
In  a  measure  it  is  the  task  of  the  College  to  fit  its  members 
for  whatever  comes,  and  it  is  the  peculiar  task  of  the  col- 
lege of  liberal  arts,  by  means  of  a  general  education,  to 
enable  its  graduates  to  turn  from  one  emergency  to  an- 
other, realizing  that  in  this  respect  at  least  a  general  educa- 
tion has  advantages  over  technical  training.  As  we  look 
ahead  it  seems  to  be  clear  that  there  are  certain  things  we 
can  do  to  make  the  future  more  assured.  We  can,  for 
example,  give  better  instruction  both  in  the  principles  of 
democracy  and  of  Christianity.  Not  long  ago  a  foreign 
student  at  Bowdoin  remarked  that  while  everyone  talked 
against  communism  very  few  students  were  able  to  give 
logical  reasons  why  democracy  is  superior.  The  same  thing 
holds  true  in  religion;  not  very  many  undergraduates  have 
any  sound,  philosophical  basis  for  their  beliefs.    Now  in 
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both  these  directions  a  more  complete  education  would 
enable  our  graduates  to  face  the  uncertainties  of  the  future 
not  only  with  more  courage  but  with  more  effectiveness.  So 
the  present  day  with  all  its  dangers,  difficulties,  and  incon- 
sistencies presents  an  unusually  clear  challenge  to  the 
College  to  be  sure  to  fulfill  its  chief  and  most  important 
task,  which  is,  in  the  words  of  our  Charter,  to  educate  youth 
"in  such  manner  as  shall  most  effectually  promote  Virtue 
and  Piety.,, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Kenneth  C.  M.  Sills 
May  18,  1951 
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APPENDIX  A 

Report  of  the  College  Physician 

To  the  President  of  Bowdoin  College: 

This  report  covers  the  period  from  September,  1950  to 
May  1,  1951.  During  that  time  there  were  205  patients  hos- 
pitalized at  the  Dudley  Coe  Infirmary  for  a  total  of  777 
patient  days. 

The  months  of  February,  March,  and  April,  1951 
brought  a  mild  epidemic  of  influenza  to  the  campus.  It  was 
necessary  at  that  time  to  add  an  additional  nurse  to  our 
staff. 

The  following  is  a  financial  summary  of  the  first  year 
under  the  Bowdoin  Group  Insurance  Plan: 

Premiums  Earned  $7,109.20 

Claims  Paid  3,915.22 

Reserve  Retained  1,184.87 

Total  Claims  Paid  and  Reserve  5,100.09 

1950  Annual  Dividend  139.09 

The  following  is  a  breakdown  of  the  actual  claims  paid: 

Hospital  $1,843.22 

Surgical  1,300.00 

Consultations  418.00 

Hospital  Calls  141.00 

Nurse  100.00 

Dentistry  113.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Daniel  F.  Hanley,  M.D.,  College  Physician 
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APPENDIX  B 

Sunday    Chapel   Speakers 

1950 

Sept.  24— Rev.  Wallace   W.   Anderson,    D.D.,   State  Street 
Congregational  Church,  Portland 

Oct.      1— Rev.  Albert  C.   Niles,  Universalist  Church,  Au- 
burn 

Oct.  8-Rev.  Milton  M.  McGorrill,  D.D.,  Universalist 
Church,  Orono 

Oct.    15— The  President  of  the  College 

Oct.    22-Rev.     Joseph     C.     MacDonald,     D.D.,     Union 

Church,  Waban,  Massachusetts 
Oct.    29— Rev.  Percy  L.  Vernon,  D.D.,  Poland  Spring 
Nov.     5— Rev.  Alexander  P.  Winston,  A.M.,  First  Parish 

(Unitarian)  Church,  Portland 
Nov.  12— Rev.  Robert  H.  Dunn,  Litt.B.,  St.  John's  Church, 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire 
Nov.  19— The  President  of  the  College 
Dec.      3— Rt.  Rev.  Benjamin  L.  Loring,  D.D.,  Bishop  of 

Maine 
Dec.    10— Rev.  Nathanael  M.  Gup  till,  First  Congregational 

Church,  South  Portland 
Dec.    17— The  President  of  the  College 

1951 

Jan.  7— Very  Rev.  Charles  L.  Taylor,  Jr.,  D.D.,  Dean  of 
the  Episcopal  Theological  School,  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts 

Jan.    14— The  President  of  the  College 

Feb.  11-Rev.  Frederick  W.  Whittaker,  Ph.D.,  Dean  of 
Bangor  Theological  Seminary 
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Feb.  18— Rev.  Thompson  E.  Ashby,  D.D.,  First  Parish 
Church,  Brunswick 

Feb.  25-Rev.  Eben  T.  Chapman,  The  Old  South  Church, 
Farmington 

Mar.     4— Rabbi  Herschel  Levin,  M.H.L.,  Temple  Emanuel, 

Lawrence,  Massachusetts 
Mar.  1 1— The  President  of  the  College 
Mar.  18— Rev.    Marcus  J.    Priester,    Minister   to  Students, 

Presbyterian  Church  of  the  U.  S.  A. 

April  8— Ronald  Bridges,  D.D.,  President  of  the  American 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 

April  15— The  President  of  the  College 

April  22— Herbert  C.  F.  Bell,  Litt.D.,  Professor  of  History, 
Emeritus,  Wesleyan  University 

April  29— Rev.  Harland  G.  Lewis,  Congregational  Church, 
Bangor 

May  6— Leslie  W.  Leavitt,  International  College,  Beirut, 
Lebanon 

May    13— Rev.    Harold   G.   King,   First  Church   of   Christ 
(Congregational) ,  Farmington,  Connecticut 

May  20— Rev.  John  C.  Schroeder,  D.D.,  Master  of  Calhoun 
College,  Yale  University 

APPENDIX  C 

Religious  Preference 

Fall  Semester 

1950 

Congregational    211 

Episcopal    183 

Catholic    149 

Methodist   51 

Jewish    46 
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Baptist  42 

Presbyterian  41 

Unitarian    37 

Christian  Science    10 

Greek  Orthodox  10 

Lutheran     10 

Universalist    10 

Friends    7 

Dutch    Reformed   3 

Federated    3 

Anglican   2 

United     2 

Advent    

Buddhist  

Christian  

Church  of  Christ  

Evangelical  

Community    

Russian  Orthodox  

No  Preference  16 


Total  840 


REPORT  OF  THE  DEAN 


To  the  President  of  Bowdoin  College: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
academic  year  1950-1951: 

The  College  opened  in  September,  1950  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  about  845.  This  figure  represented  another  step 
in  the  reduction  of  the  size  of  the  College  from  its  postwar 
high  point,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  reflected  an  increase 
in  the  size  of  the  freshman  class,  which  in  the  two  preced- 
ing years  had  been  limited  to  fewer  than  200  men.  The 
Class  of  1954  contained  over  250  men,  and  in  view  of  the 
developments  of  the  past  twelve  months,  the  decision  to 
take  a  somewhat  larger  entering  class  has  proved  a  happy 
one.  After  the  first  semester  the  College  dropped,  as  antici- 
pated, below  the  800  mark  to  about  790  as  a  result  of  the 
February  graduation  of  about  40  men  and  normal  losses  due 
to  other  causes.  At  one  time  it  was  believed  that  the  Feb- 
ruary, 1951  commencement  would  be  the  last  such  occasion 
and  that  henceforth  the  classes  would  be  graduated  only  at 
the  traditional  time  in  June,  but  later  developments  make 
this  an  unlikely  possibility. 

The  figures  given  above  are  ground  for  considerable  sat- 
isfaction for  they  mean  that  the  College  kept  up  to  expected 
size  even  though  unexpected  events  threatened  to  make 
invalid  the  estimates  made  in  the  spring  of  1950.  Broadly 
speaking,  these  figures  mean  that  the  College  remained  ex- 
tremely stable  through  a  very  trying  year  and  that  the 
student  body  stuck  to  business  in  spite  of  great  uncertainties 
and  distractions.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  from  the 
beginning  of  the  second  semester  down  to  the  date  of  the 
writing  of  this  report  not  a  single  regular  student  has  left 
College  for  any  reason.  I  know  of  no  previous  term  in 
which  this  has  been  true.  Losses  in  June  due  to  academic 
deficiency  will  be  comparatively  light.     In  particular  the 
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number  of  sophomores  who  may  be  eliminated,  not 
through  failures  but  through  lack  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
C  grades,  represents  a  further  decline  from  previous  years, 
and  this  development  is  ground  for  real  satisfaction. 

Because  the  freshman  class  was  unusually  large  and  con- 
sequently included  some  men  closer  to  the  border  line  than 
in  preceding  years,  a  somewhat  higher  proportion  than 
usual  of  the  men  in  academic  difficulty  were  freshmen.  I 
do  not  believe,  however,  that  the  failures  in  June  among 
this  group  will  be  especially  heavy,  and  it  is  my  impression 
that  there  is  a  very  substantial  number  of  excellent  students 
in  the  class. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  college  year,  an  office  for  student 
counselling  and  guidance  was  set  up  under  the  capable 
direction  of  Mr.  David  Russell,  who  has  had  professional 
training  in  that  field  and  who  divides  his  time  between 
that  office  and  work  in  the  Department  of  Psychology.  Vo- 
cational guidance  through  interviewing  and  testing,  and 
help  with  study  habits  and  techniques  have  been  the  prin- 
cipal concerns  of  this  service,  and  Mr.  Russell  has  worked  in 
close  cooperation  with  the  Dean's  Office,  the  Placement 
Bureau,  the  faculty,  and  the  College  Physician.  Many  stu- 
dents, particularly  freshmen  in  academic  difficulty,  have 
been  referred  to  Mr.  Russell  on  a  voluntary  basis,  and  he 
has  also  made  his  help  available  to  fraternity  groups  and 
particularly  to  fraternity  officers  in  charge  of  scholarship 
problems  at  their  particular  houses.  It  is,  no  doubt,  some- 
what early  as  well  as  difficult  to  assess  the  exact  results  of 
this  work,  but  many  individuals  appear  to  have  benefited 
and  the  mere  existence  of  the  service  has  been  a  source  of 
satisfaction  and  confidence  to  many  of  the  students  and 
likewise  to  their  parents.  The  College  can  be  confident 
that  it  is  in  a  better  position  than  before  to  benefit  from 
whatever  is  valuable  in  this  increasingly  active  field  con- 
cerned with  educational  techniques  and  skilled  guidance. 
At  the  same  time  there  is  no  thought  that  this  work  should 
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in  any  sense  replace  or  conflict  with  the  close  personal  re- 
lationships between  the  teaching  faculty,  the  administra- 
tion, and  the  students. 

During  the  summer  of  1950  preparations  were  made  for 
the  inauguration  of  an  R.O.T.C.  program  at  Bowdoin, 
and  a  unit  of  the  Transportation  Corps  was  activated  at 
the  opening  of  the  college  year.  Like  the  decision  to  en- 
large the  entering  class,  the  acceptance  of  the  proposal  to 
institute  an  R.O.T.C.  unit  proved,  in  the  light  of  subse- 
quent events,  to  have  been  most  wise.  Only  a  small  number 
of  men  in  College  had  had  the  previous  service  or  training 
which  enabled  them  to  enter  advanced  stages  of  the  pro- 
gram, but  it  was  possible  to  have  limited  groups  at  all  levels 
with  the  first  year  course  enrolling  over  200  men  from  the 
two  lower  classes.  The  officers  in  charge  have  been  pleas- 
ant additions  to  the  faculty  and  have  cooperated  fully  in 
fitting  the  unit  smoothly  into  the  life  and  routine  of  the 
College.  I  think  it  fair  to  say  that  the  Army  for  its  part 
has  been  pleased  with  the  progress  of  the  unit  and  the  co- 
operation of  the  College,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  men 
in  the  basic  phase  as  well  as  all  those  in  the  advanced  stages 
have  been  selected  for  deferment  so  that  they  can  go  on  to 
graduation,  at  which  time  they  also  receive  their  commis- 
sions. Selection  for  deferment  is  determined  by  a  board 
composed  of  civilian  and  military  members  of  the  faculty, 
and  not  the  slightest  friction  has  arisen  in  any  of  the  prob- 
lems involved. 

Naturally  the  existence  of  the  R.O.T.C,  though  it  in- 
cluded only  a  small  minority  of  the  upper  classes,  was  a 
stabilizing  factor  during  the  past  year  when  government 
policy  regarding  selective  service  and  college  students  re- 
mained unclear  and  unpredictable.  Especially  from 
Thanksgiving  to  February  a  state  of  general  uncertainty 
prevailed,  and  there  was  great  temptation  to  make  hasty 
and  perhaps  unwise  decisions  and  to  be  diverted  and  dis- 
tracted from  the  routine  of  college  work.  In  this  trying 
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situation,  the  stable  character  of  the  student  body  and  the 
strong  bond  between  students  and  College  showed  in  strik- 
ing fashion.  No  thoughtless  rush  or  aimless  exodus  took 
place.  On  the  contrary,  the  student  body  exhibited  marked 
good  judgment,  restraint,  and  self-control. 

Student  affairs  have  gone  relatively  smoothly  and  well 
during  the  past  year.  Student  government  has  been  intelli- 
gent, active,  and  constructive,  and  relations  with  the  ad- 
ministration have  been  most  pleasant.  This  has  also  been 
true  of  fraternity  leadership.  The  Student  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, established  during  the  previous  year,  has  been 
continued  and  while,  fortunately,  it  has  not  been  called  on 
for  much  activity,  it  has  been  extremely  prompt,  efficient, 
and  sensible  when  it  has  operated  and  gives  promise  of 
becoming  a  permanent  and  valuable  institution.  On  re- 
quest of  the  Student  Council,  student  representatives  with 
voting  power  have  been  added  to  the  Blanket  Tax  Com- 
mittee of  the  faculty.  Also  worth  mentioning  is  the  fact 
that  the  Council  successfully  conducted  a  Campus  Chest 
campaign  and  raised  well  over  $1,000  for  charitable  pur- 
poses. 

The  Musical  Clubs  have  been  as  active  and  successful  as 
usual,  the  Quill  has  aroused  more  than  average  interest, 
and  Bowdoin-on-the-Air  has  not  only  maintained  a  regu- 
lar program  but  has  made  great  progress  in  the  develop- 
ment of  its  campus  station.  All  student  activities  cannot  be 
described  at  length,  but  generally  speaking  they  have  pros- 
pered. In  athletics  the  football  team  shared  the  state  title 
and  most  of  the  teams  have  been  representative  but  not 
outstanding.  Particularly  catching  the  favor  of  the  students 
was  the  basketball  team  which,  under  Coach  Ed  Coombs, 
was  the  most  successful  Bowdoin  has  yet  put  on  the  floor. 
Sophomores  played  a  large  part  in  this  sport  as  in  others 
so  that  future  prospects  are  reasonably  bright. 

It  would  be  ungracious  not  to  express  appreciation  of  the 
new  physical  facilities  of  the  College,  particularly  the  Class- 
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room  Building  which  has  been  in  full  and  highly  satis- 
factory operation.  Almost  equally  important  is  the  thorough 
renovation  of  the  classrooms  in  the  other  buildings  so  that 
the  teaching  facilities  are  almost  literally  ideal,  and  the 
decision  to  proceed  with  the  new  chemistry  building  prom- 
ises adequate  provision  for  laboratories  and  the  sciences. 

With  regret  the  College  has  determined  to  resume  sum- 
mer sessions  and  consequently  acceleration.  This  has  been 
done  in  the  belief  that  the  interests  of  the  students  now  in 
College,  or  who  will  return  to  College  after  military  service, 
require  it.  It  is  a  little  disheartening  to  reflect  that  the 
major  system  was  scheduled  for  full  restoration  next  year 
and  that  normal  progression  from  class  to  class  was  about 
to  be  fully  resumed  after  a  long  interval.  These  ideas  must 
be  given  up,  to  some  extent  at  least,  and  to  the  extent 
that  they  are,  the  dangers  connected  with  acceleration  re- 
appear. 

In  the  war  and  postwar  period,  Bowdoin  education  suf- 
fered. In  particular,  it  assumed  too  much  the  aspect  of 
the  mere  mechanical  completion  of  a  certain  number  of 
courses  frequently  not  too  well  related.  The  loss  of  the 
major  system  was  a  great  sacrifice.  Whether  it  can  now  be 
restored  to  full  operation  as  planned  is  very  doubtful,  but 
it  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
scrap  it  completely  and  that  provision  may  be  made  to 
guard  against  the  weakening  and  undermining  of  the  worth 
of  the  last  two  years  of  the  academic  work  of  the  College. 
I  believe  it  is  not  sufficiently  realized  that  the  suspension  of 
the  major  system  left  a  gap  which  was  never  adequately 
filled  in  junior  and  senior  years. 

As  I  pointed  out  last  year,  the  problem  of  financing  a 
college  education  has  become  increasingly  difficult  for  many 
students  in  recent  years.  This  problem  will  to  some  extent 
be  accentuated  through  restoration  of  the  summer  term 
since  scholarships  will  have  to  be  allotted  three  times  year- 
ly from  the  same  funds,  though  the  most  needy  boys  will 
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no  doubt  continue  to  devote  their  summers  to  paying  jobs. 
Bowdoin  scholarships  are,  I  believe,  awarded  as  equitably 
and  judiciously  as  possible,  so  there  seems  to  be  no  solution 
of  this  difficulty  other  than  possible  additions  to  the  funds 
available. 

/.     Enrollment 


# 


Students  enrolled  September,  1950  842 

Students  graduated  February,  1951  34 

Students  dropped  February,  1951  14 

Students  leaving  between  September,  1950  and 

February,  1951  31 

Students  enrolled  February  5,  1951  788 

Students  readmitted  February,  1951  7 

New  students  admitted  February,  1951  3 

//.     Geographical  Distribution 

Entered 
September  1950 

Massachusetts 91 

Maine    82 

New   York   30 

Connecticut    20 

New  Jersey  11 

New  Hampshire  10 

Pennsylvania 6 

Rhode  Island  4 

Maryland    3 

Vermont    3 


*This  figure  includes  15  men  not  in  residence  during  the  first  semes- 
ter,   1950-1951. 
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Ohio :.  2 

Alabama   1 

California  1 

Delaware  1 

District  of  Columbia 1 

Iowa  1 

Minnesota    1 

Washington    1 

Germany  2 

Japan  2 

Argentina   1 

Austria    1 

Chile   1 

Cuba    1 

Netherlands   1 

Northern  Ryukyu  Islands  1 

Vietnam    1 

280 

///.     Enrollment  In  Courses,  1950-1951 

October  15,  1950     April  1,  1951 

Art  1,  2    25  20 

Art  3,  4    22  18 

Art  11,  12    13  39 

Astronomy  1,  2  14  16 

Biology  1,  2  128  122 

Biology  3A  18 

Biology  5,  6  6  11 

Biology  7,  8  4  6 

Biology  9,  10  23  6 
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Biology  12    11 

Biology  15,  16  7  14 

Chemistry  1,  2    118  111 

Chemistry  3,  4    25  15 

Chemistry  5,  6    4  3 

Chemistry  7,  8    37  30 

Chemistry  9   5 

Chemistry  11    4 

Chemistry  14   3 

Comparative  Literature  1,  2   ....  121  93 

Economics  1,  2    130  128 

Economics  3,  4   16  44 

Economics  5,  6    53  28 

Economics  7,  8    17  17 

Economics  9,  10   36  28 

Economics  11,  12   52  28 

Economics  13  3 

-Economics  14  28 

Economics  15 67 

Economics  16  43 

Education  1,  2    62  52 

Education  3,  4    18  19 

English  1,  2  260  254 

English  4,  4  257  254 

English  5,  6  55  56 

English  9,  10  28  36 

English  13,  14  67  44 

English  19,  20  18  15 

English  21,  22  12  8 

English  23,  24  15  23 

English  25,  26 37  27 
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English  31    11 

English  47    7 

French  1,  2    90  87 

French  3,  4    159  146 

French  5,  6 75  54 

French  7,  8    13  12 

French  15,  16    29  25 

French  17,  18    13  11 

Geology  1  17 

German  1,  2    70  66 

German  3,  4    58  52 

German  5,  6    6  5 

German  7,  8    9  8 

German  11,  12    11  7 

German  13,  14    6  5 

Government  1,  2    109  107 

Government  3,  4    7  6 

Government  5,  6    60  55 

Government  7  20 

Government  11,  12    18  11 

Government  13,  14    54  54 

Government  15  35 

Greek  1,  2   11  11 

Greek  3,  4   9  8 

Greek  9,  10    4  6 

Greek  19,  20   5  5 

History  1,  2 60  55 

History  3,  4     13  10 

History  5,  6     61  65 

History  9,  10 15  12 

History  11,  12     20  22 
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History  13,  14     40  33 

History  19,  20     14  14 

History  25,  26     38  33 

Hygiene  96 

Italian  3,  4    6  6 

Latin  1,  2    17  17 

Latin  3    56 

Latin  6   40 

Latin  9   8 

Latin  12 104 

Latin  15     10 

Mathematics  1  73 

Mathematics  11,  11    150  84 

Mathematics  12  79 

Mathematics  14  63 

Mathematics  21,  22    24  21 

Mathematics  23  15 

Mathematics  31,  32    17  15 

Mathematics  43,  44    4  2 

Military  Science  11,  12  219  215 

Military  Science  21,  22  11  11 

Military  Science  31,  32  23  21 

Military  Science  41,  42     12  11 

Music  1,  2    31  24 

Music  3,  4   23  22 

Music  7  1 

Music  9  3 

Music  14  1 

Music  16  3 

Music  17  3 

Music  22  3 
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Philosophy  1,  2  33  34 

Philosophy  4A  7 

Philosophy  5    11 

Philosophy  10    6 

Physics  11,  12    58  49 

Physics  21,  22    19  15 

Physics  23,  24    14  13 

Physics  31,  32    7  6 

Physics  35,  36    9  9 

Psychology  1,  2  155  150 

Psychology  3,  4  44  26 

Psychology  5,  6  4  4 

Psychology  9    11 

Religion  1,  2  52  55 

Religion  3,  4  24  32 

Russian  1,  2    5  6 

Russian  3,  4    1  1 

Sociology  1,  2    81  69 

Sociology  3  9 

Sociology  4  9 

Sociology  6,  7    7  21 

Spanish  1,  2    13  10 

IV.     Fraternity  Membership,  April,  1951 

Zeta   Psi   . 73 

Sigma  Nu 72 

Beta  Theta  Pi  ...... 66 

Alpha  Tau  Omega 65 

Chi  Psi 63 

Alpha  Delta  Phi 61 

Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 60 
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Kappa   Sigma 60 

Psi  Upsilon 58 

Delta  Upsilon 57 

Theta  Delta  Chi 57 

Alpha  Rho  Upsilon 39 

731 

V.     Fraternity  Scholastic  Standings  for  the  Award  of  the 
Student  Council  Cup 

June,  1950 

*  Alpha  Rho  Upsilon 2.481 

Alpha  Tau  Omega 2.465 

Kappa  Sigma 2.342 

Beta  Theta  Pi    .     .     . 2.272 

Delta  Upsilon 2.263 

Zeta  Psi 2.228 

Theta  Delta  Chi 2.226 

Sigma  Nu 2.206 

Alpha  Delta  Phi 2.069 

Chi  Psi .  2.045 

Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 2.042 

Psi    Upsilon 1.950 

College   Average 2.244 

All  Fraternity  Average 2.210 

February,  1951 

**Alpha  Tau  Omega 2.476 

Alpha  Rho  Upsilon 2.467 


Actually  the  Independents  had  the  highest  standing   (2.669)    but  are 
not  eligible  for  the  award  of  the  cup. 

Actually  the  Independents  had  the  highest  standing   (2.522)    but  are 

not  eligible  for  the  award  of  the  cup. 


## 
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Beta  Theta  Pi 2.308 

Zeta  Psi 2.279 

Theta  Delta  Chi 2.268 

Kappa  Sigma 2.261 

Sigma  Nu 2.241 

Chi  Psi       2.195 

Alpha  Delta  Phi 2.150 

Delta  Upsilon 2.146 

Psi  Upsilon 2.105 

Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 1.885 

College  Average 2.247 

All  Fraternity  Average 2.227 

VI.     Abraxas  Cup  Standing,  March,  1951 

1.  Bangor  High  School 3.417 

2.  Morse  High  School 3.000 

3.  Phillips  Exeter  Academy  (Exeter,  N.  H.)       .     .  2.375 

4.  Hebron  Academy 2.300 

5.  Lewiston  High  School 2.250 

Maine  Central  Institute 2.250 

6.  Newton  High  School  (Newtonville,  Mass.)    .     .  2.167 
Thayer  Academy  (South  Brain  tree,  Mass.)    .     .  2.167 

VIL     Peucinian  Cup 

June,  1950 

Alpha  Rho  Upsilon 2.467 

Alpha  Delta  Phi 2.203 

Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 2.138 

Theta  Delta  Chi 2.071 

Chi  Psi 2.057 

Alpha  Tau  Omega 1.925 

Delta  Upsilon 1.861 
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Kappa  Sigma 1.847 

Sigma  Nu 1.754 

Beta  Theta  Pi 1.737 

Psi  Upsilon 1.703 

Zeta  Psi  .     .     . 1.596 

College  Average 1.961 

All  Fraternity  Average 1.953 

February,  1951 

Alpha  Rho  Upsilon  , .  2.641 

Alpha  Tan  Omega 2.206 

Chi   Psi 2.131 

Theta  Delta  Chi 2.057 

Alpha  Delta  Phi 1.895 

Kappa  Sigma 1.895 

Psi  Upsilon .  1.895 

Zeta  Psi 1.893 

Beta  Theta  Pi 1.886 

Sigma  Nu 1.756 

Delta  Upsilon 1.667 

Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 1.553 

College  Average 1.957 

All  Fraternity  Average .  1.928 

This  cup  is  donated  by  the  Fraternity  Alumni  and  is 
given  each  February  and  June  to  that  fraternity  whose 
freshman  delegation  has  the  highest  average  rank  on  the 
basis  of  all  mid-year  and  final  grades  recorded  in  the  Dean's 
office.  When  twenty  semester  awards  have  been  made,  the 
cup  will  become  the  permanent  possession  of  that  fraternity 
which  has  won  it  the  greatest  number  of  times. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Nathaniel  C.  Kendrick,  Dean 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 


To  the  President  of  Bowdoin  College: 

In  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  College,  I  present 
a  report  on  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  College 
Library  for  the  period  from  April  1,  1950  to  March  31,  1951. 

SIZE  AND  GROWTH 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  is  estimated  to 
be  221,917,  including  1,380  films. 

Accessions 

1949-50     1948-49     1947-48  1946-47  1945-46 

By  purchase       3,228         3,201         3,302  2,839  2,398 

By  gift                 1,695         1,686         1,193  1,968  1,273 

4^923        4^887        4,495        4^807        3^671 

NEW  BOOK  FUND 

Mr.  Harvey  D.  Eaton,  of  Waterville,  Maine,  has  given 
the  sum  of  $1,000  to  establish  the  Elijah  Kellogg  Memorial 
Fund.  Under  the  terms  of  the  gift  " two-thirds  of  the  income 
each  year  shall  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  one- 
third  of  the  income  shall  be  added  to  the  principal. " 

GIFTS 

During  the  past  year  the  Library  has  received  the  follow- 
ing gifts: 

From  Mr.  Richard  Ayer  Rhodes,  2nd,  of  the  Class  of 
1944,  $10  for  the  purchase  of  books  in  the  field  of  mathe- 
matics or  the  physical  sciences. 

From  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Anthoensen  (A.M.,  Bowdoin, 
1947)    and  the  Reverend  Sheldon  Christian,  of  the  Class 
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of  1937,  $25  each  for  the  purchase  of  books  on  the  subject 
of  printing  and  typography.  Mr.  Anthoensen  also  continued 
to  add  new  titles  to  the  Anthoensen  Collection. 

From  Mr.  Arnett  W.  Leslie,  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota, 
copies  of  publications  of  the  Typophiles,  to  be  added  to 
the  Frederic  W.  Main  Collection.  Mr.  Leslie  has  also  made 
provision  to  have  future  publications  sent  as  they  are  is- 
sued. 

From  Mr.  Sterling  D.  Nelson,  of  the  Class  of  1935,  a  copy 
of  1821:  Fragments  de  la  Vie  Hero'ique  de  Makryjannis,  by 
F.  Perilla,  published  in  Athens,  1949. 

From  Mr.  Roy  A.  Foulke,  A.M.,  an  Overseer  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Class  of  1919,  a  copy  of  his  The  Sinews  of  Amer- 
ican Commerce,  bound  in  full  morocco. 

From  Mr.  Henry  W.  Wells,  of  New  York  City,  a  manu- 
script passport  on  velum  issued  to  Benjamin  Willis  by  the 
State  of  Maine,  dated  August  26,  1820  and  signed  by  Gov- 
ernor AVilliam  King. 

From  Peter  and  Edna  Beilenson,  of  Mount  Vernon, 
New  York,  a  collection  of  fifty  books  printed  by  them  at 
the  Peter  Pauper  Press. 

From  Mrs.  Eva  Dennison,  of  Dryden,  Maine,  thirty-two 
volumes  of  history  in  memory  of  her  husband,  Ami  Louis 
Dennison,  of  the  Class  of  1895. 

From  Mr.  James  E.  Rhodes,  2nd,  of  the  Class  of  1897, 
S50  for  the  purchase  of  books  in  American  history  and 
government,  in  memory  of  his  aunt,  Abbie  Rhodes  Hall. 

From  Professor  Samuel  W.  Fernberger,  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  eighteen  additional  letters  written  to 
Professor  Parker  Cleaveland  between  the  years  1795  and 
1852. 

From  Mr.  Robert  G.  Happ,  of  South  Bend,  Indiana,  a 
copy  of  The  Book  in  Italy,  by  William  D.  Orcutt. 


Report  of  the  Librarian  49 

From  the  heirs  of  Parker  Crosby  Hatch,  great-grandson 
of  William  George  Crosby,  of  the  Class  of  1823,  two  bound 
volumes  of  pamphlets  printed  in  the  first  half  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  and  bearing  the  signature  of  William  D. 
Williamson,   an  Overseer  of  the  College  from    1821-1831. 

From  Dr.  Cornelius  P.  Rhoads,  of  the  Class  of  1920,  $10 
for  the  purchase  of  books. 

From  Miss  Marian  B.  Maurice,  of  Athens,  Pennsylvania, 
thirty-five  manuscript  letters  of  Nathaniel  Hawthorne  to 
Horatio  Bridge,  both  members  of  the  Class  of  1825;  twenty- 
four  manuscript  letters  and  miscellaneous  material  relating 
to  Horatio  Bridge;  and  a  manuscript  letter  by  Jonathan 
Cilley,  of  the  Class  of  1825,  to  Horatio  Bridge,  dated  No- 
vember 17,  1836. 

From  Mr.  Sumner  T.  Pike,  an  Overseer  and  a  member 
of  the  Class  of  1913,  $500  for  the  purchase  of  slip  cases  for 
books  in  the  Rare  Book  Room. 

From  Professor  William  Witherle  Lawrence,  a  Trustee 
and  a  member  of  the  Class  of  1898,  $50  for  the  use  of  the 
Library. 

From  Mrs.  Donald  B.  MacMillan,  an  inscribed  copy  of 
her  book  Etuk)  the  Eskimo  Hunter. 

From  Mr.  Percy  D.  Mitchell,  of  the  Class  of  1914,  and 
Mrs.  Mitchell,  $100  in  memory  of  their  son,  Bradlee  Ford 
Mitchell,  to  be  used  for  the  printing  project. 

From  Professor  Harvey  W.  Hewett-Thayer,  of  the  Class 
of  1895,  several  volumes  on  miscellaneous  subjects. 

From  Mr.  Champlin  Burrage,  of  Cape  Elizabeth,  Maine, 
by  bequest  a  set  of  Histoire  de  VArt  dans  VAntiquite,  by 
Perrot  and  Chipiez,  in  10  volumes. 

From  Mr.  James  A.  Healy,  of  New  York  City,  twenty-five 
books  printed  by  the  Dun  Emer  Press  and  its  successor,  the 
Cuala  Press,  of  Ireland. 
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From  Mr.  Barrett  Smith,  of  New  York  City,  the  second 
part  of  a  collection  of  facsimilies  of  manuscripts  in  the 
British  Museum  entitled  Universal  Classic  Manuscripts. 

From  Dr.  George  C.  Littlefield,  of  the  Class  of  1894,  thir- 
teen books  on  golf  and  several  other  miscellaneous  volumes. 

HUBBARD  HALL 

During  the  winter  we  did  considerable  repainting  inside 
the  building.  The  upper  and  lower  halls  were  repainted  a 
soft  green,  and  for  the  first  time  color  was  used  on  the  ceil- 
ing of  the  second  floor,  bringing  out  all  of  its  beauty.  The 
old  lighting  fixtures  were  removed  from  the  upper  hall, 
and  at  very  small  expense  an  indirect  lighting  arrangement 
put  in  their  place.  This  did  much  to  enhance  the  beauty 
of  the  ceiling.  The  Alumni  Reading  Room  was  also  re- 
painted, making  it  more  attractive  than  ever.  I  wish  to 
record  my  gratitude  to  Professor  Philip  C.  Beam  for  his 
counsel,  and  to  Mr.  Paul  Gruenewald  for  his  suggestions 
and  the  skill  with  which  he  carried  out  the  work.  Most  of 
the  comments  which  have  been  made  about  the  repainting 
have  been  both  enthusiastic  and  approving.  However,  we 
are  now  more  than  ever  conscious  of  the  sordid  condition  of 
many  of  the  other  walls  and  ceilings  in  the  building.  It  is 
hoped  that  before  too  long  a  time  elapses  additional  re- 
painting can  be  done. 

CIRCULATION 

For  Academic  Year 

1949-50  1948-49  1947-48  1946-47  1945-46 
Lent,  outside  .  .  .  15,659  19,287  20,592  19,809  12,911 
Lent,  closed  reserve    .     22,136        25,670        24,818        28,835         13,066 

37,795        44,957        45,410        48,644        25,977 
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Appropriations,  general  $40,041 

Student    assistants      .  3,120 

Endowment  funds     .     .  10,807 

Gifts,  etc 2,503 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Receipts  for  Academic  Year 

1949-50     1948-49     1947-48  1946-47  1945-46 

$36,743     $36,759  $28,940  $17,168 

3,628         3,787  2,986  1,475 

10,130         9,621  8,988  9,051 

1,202         1,272  1,751  1,090 


$56,471      $51,703     $51,439     $42,665     $28,784 


Expenditures  for  Academic  Year 


Books 

Periodicals       .     .     . 

Binding        .... 
Increase  of  Library 

Salaries,  regular  staff 
Student  assistants 
Janitor  service     . 

New  equipment 

Repairs        .... 

Other  expenses  .  . 


$11,127 
3,683 
3,299 

[18,109] 
24,930 
3,120 
2,979 
1,124 
2,569 
3,640 


$10,757 
3,744 
2,867 
[17,368] 
22,734 
3,628 
2,811 
1,185 
2,179 
1,798 


$10,503 
2,814 
2,761 
[16,078] 
20,923 
3,787 
3,055 
3,377 
2,406 
1,813 


$  8,564 
2,993 
1,716 
[13,273] 
20,078 
2,986 
2,638 
1,321 
1,121 
1,248 


$  5,747 

2,436 

1,340 

[9,523] 

13,370 

1,475 

1,698 

879 

890 

949 


$56,471   $51,703  $51,439  $42,665  $28,784 


ENDOWMENT  FUNDS 

I  add  a  table  of  the  Endowment  Funds  of  the  Library 
in  order  that  the  various  funds  and  their  donors  may  be 
recorded. 


Name   of    Fund 

Established  by 

Amount 

Achorn 

Edgar  O.  Achorn 

The  annual  balance  from  the  Achorn  Flag  Fund. 

Adams 

William  C.  Adams        ....    $    2,000 

John  Appleton 

Frederick  H.  Appleton 

10,053 

Samuel  H.  Ayer 

Athenaean  Society 

1,020 

Boardman 

Edith  Jenney  Boardman 

500 

Bond 

Elias  Bond     . 

7,220 

Bowdoin 

George  S.  Bowdoin 

1,041 

Philip  H.  Brown 

John   C.  Brown 

2,040 

Chapman  Memorial 

Frederic  H.  Gerrish 

7,006 

Class  of  1875 

Class  of   1875 

1,663 

Class  of  1877 

Class  of   1877 

1,033 

Class  of  1882 

Class  of   1882 

2,346 
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Class  of  1888 

Class  of  1890 

Class  of  1901 

Class  of  1904 

Cutler 

Darlington 

James  Drummond 

Henry  Crosby  Emery 

Francis  Fessenden 

Fiske 

Melville  W.  Fuller 

General  fund 

Gould 

Hakluyt 

Louis  C.  Hatch 

$100  annually  from 
Samuel  W.  Hatch 
Charles  T.  Hawes 
Holbrook 
Hubbard 

Thomas  Hubbard 
Kellogg 
Lufkin 

Robert  H.  Lunt 
Frank  J.  Lynde 
William  Curtis 

Merryman 
Morse 

Alpheus  S.  Packard 
William  A.  Packard 
Patten 

Lewis  Pierce 
Sherman 
Sibley 
Stan  wood 
Walker 
Williams 
Wood 


Class   of    1888 
Class  of    1890 
Class  of   1901 
Class   of  1904         . 
John   L.   Cutler     . 
Mrs.  Sibyl  H.  Darlington     . 
Mrs.  Drummond  and  daughter 
Class  of    1899 
John    Hubbard 
John    Orr    Fiske   . 
Mrs.  Hugh  C.  Wallace 
Several    persons 
Albert  T.  Gould  . 
Robert    Waterston 
Louis  C.  Hatch 
the  estate  of  Louis  C.  Hatch. 
Miss  Laura  A.  Hatch 
Mrs.    Hawes    . 
George  A.   Holbrook 
Thomas  H.   Hubbard 
His  sisters  and  brother 
Harvey  D.  Eaton  . 
Solon    B.   Lufkin  . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
George  S.  Lynde  . 


Mrs.   Merryman 
Edward  S.  Morse  . 
Sale  of  Publications 
William  A.  Packard 
John   Patten  . 
Henry  Hill   Pierce 
Mrs.  John  C.  Dodge 
Jonathan   L.  Sibley 
Edward    Stan  wood 
Joseph   Walker 
His  relatives  and  friends 
Robert  W.  Wood  . 


E.  Lunt 


1,210 
1,020 
727 
1,605 
1,020 
1,000 
3,045 
2,000 

10,000 
1,020 

25,000 
2,473 
1,000 
1,100 


1,000 
2,500 
2,000 
106,268 
3,307 
1,000 
500 
1,500 
1,487 

1,000 
1,000 

500 
5,000 

500 
32,009 
2,209 
7,094 
1,270 
5,351 

500 
1,000 

$265,137 


THE  STAFF 
After  four  years  Mrs.  Mabel  Ellis  resigned  as  Assistant 
in  the  Students*  Reading  Room.  During  her  stay  here  she 
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did  much  to  maintain  the  friendly  atmosphere  of  that  read- 
ing room,  and  she  was  ever  ready  and  willing  to  help  with 
the  work  the  rest  of  the  staff  was  doing.  There  has  been  no 
new  appointment  to  the  position  formerly  held  by  Mrs. 
Ellis. 

In  July,  Mrs.  Miriam  Thomas  was  appointed  Curator  of 
Alumni  Records  on  a  part-time  basis.  No  one  could  be 
better  qualified  to  carry  on  the  vast  amount  of  detailed 
work  of  maintaining  our  records  of  the  alumni.  From  1947 
to  June,  1950  Mrs.  Thomas  served  as  Assistant  Editor  of 
the  General  Catalogue  <of  Bowdoin  College,  1794-1950. 
Mrs.  Thomas  was  a  "natural"  for  the  appointment,  and 
the  College  was  fortunate  in  securing  her  services. 

At  the  end  of  December  Mrs.  Caroline  Godfrey  resigned 
as  Assistant  at  the  Reserve  Desk.  Her  place  has  been  taken 
by  Miss  Marilyn  Brackett,  a  recent  graduate  of  the  Bruns- 
wick High  School. 

The  personnel  of  the  Library  during  the  past  year  has 
been: 

Kenneth  James  Boyer,  A.B.,  B.L.S.,  Librarian. 

Edward  Clement  Heintz,  A.B.,  A.B.L.S.,  Assistant  Li- 
brarian. 

John  Redmond  McKenna,  A.B.,  B.L.S.,  Head  of  Readers' 
Services. 

Edith  Ellen  Lyon,  Cataloguer. 

Marjorie  Wagg  Frost,  Assistant  to  the  Librarian. 

Elizabeth  Boswell  Smith,  Assistant  in  the  Cataloguing 
Department. 

Mona  Elaine  Longfellow,  Assistant  in  the  Cataloguing 
Department. 

Miriam  Stover  Thomas,  A.B.,  Curator  of  Alumni  Records 
(Part  Time) . 
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Caroline  Sandford  Godfrey,  Assistant  at  the  Reserve  Desk. 

Marilyn  Hortense  Brackett,  Assistant  at  the  Reserve 
Desk. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the 
staff  and  the  Faculty  Committee  on  the  Library  for  their 
support  and  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Kenneth  J.  Boyer,  Librarian 
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APPENDIX 

The   Library,   as    Classified,   Showing   Accessions   for   the 
Period  from  July  1, 1949  to  June  30, 1950 


Divisions 


u 

a  g> 


G 

> 

3 


Bibliography 010  48  6  54       61 

Library  economy 020  19  5  24 

General  encyclopaedias 030  2  3  5         1 

General  collected  essays     ....  040 

General    periodicals        050  98  1  99 

General   societies 060  1  1 

Newspapers 070  39  39 

Special    libraries 080  1  1     127 

Book   rarities 090  1  260  261         1 

Philosophy 100  25  25        2 

Metaphysics        110  10  10 

Special  metaphysical  topics     ...  120  5  1  6        5 

Mind  and  body 130  16  4  20       14 

Philosophical  systems 140  3  1  4 

Psychology 150  32  3  35      42 

Logic 160  1  1 

Ethics 170  8  2  10        9 

Ancient  philosophers 180  15  2  17 

Modern    philosophers 190  17  6  23         2 

Religion 200  12  2  14     357 

Natural  theology 210  3  3119 

Bible 220  4  4  8    401 

Doctrinal   theology 230  2  2         1 

Practical  and   devotional   ....  240  2  2 

Homiletical,  pastoral,  parochial       .  250  3  3         1 

Church,  institutions,  work     ...  260  7  1  8         1 

Religious   history 270  8  8         1 


2,500 

1,019 

970 

58 

10,598 

287 

2,476 

240 

1,438 

1,067 

137 

120 

936 

104 

1,083 

148 

1,126 

301 

1,067 

1,924 

167 

1,711 

1,116 

491 

938 

1,124 

1,152 
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Christian   churches,  sects   ....  280  12  2  14  1,494 

Non-Christian  religions 290  11  1  12  3  623 

Sociology 300  49  1  50  4  2,025 

Statistics 310  26  8  34  1  1,427 

Political    science    .......  320  116  98  214  7  7,398 

Political  economy 330  144  113  257  13  8,201 

Law       340  127  80  207  1  6,296 

Administration       350  45  51  96  52  4,099 

Associations,  institutions     ....  360  16  13  29  1,474 

Education       370  54  17  71  64  5,700 

Commerce,    communication    ...  380  15  29  44  254  2,952 

Customs,  costumes,  folk  lore  ...  390  8  9  17  1  581 

Philology 400  24  24  4  1,128 

Comparative        410  5  5  1  128 

English        420  6  6  33  663 

German 430  14  6  20  22  503 

French 440  17  5  22  2  800 

Italian         450  6  6  16  66 

Spanish        460  3  3  44  97 

Latin 470  2  2  127  322 

Greek 480  3  3  112  632 

Minor  languages 490  2  2  4  1  244 

Natural   science 500  46  13  59  2  4,555 

Mathematics       510  56  6  62  2,195 

Astronomy 520  20  4  24  2  1,736 

Physics        530  68  13  81  1  1,924 

Chemistry 540  56  8  64  2,576 

Geology 550  5  5  10  12  1,903 

Paleontology       560  2  2  147 

Biology 570  36  10  46  62  1,628 

Botany        580  22  5  27  20  1,021 

Zoology 590  47  24  71  33  2,672 

Useful  Arts 600  9  2  11  924 

Medicine 610  71  8  79  2,028 

Engineering 620  31  15  46  1,695 

Agriculture         630  13  33  46  1,759 

Domestic  economy 640  2  2  3  101 
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Communication,    commerce    .     .     .  650  51  6  57  6           912 

Chemical  technology 660  5  9  14  341 

Manufacturers 670  2  1  3  201 

Mechanic    trades 680  3  1  4  34 

Building 690  3  2  5  61 

Fine  Arts 700  18  5  23  1         1,374 

Landscape  gardening     .....  710  4  18  22  1            216 

Architecture       720  8  15  23  628 

Sculpture 730  5  1  6  433 

Drawing,  design,  decoration  .     .     .  740  8  3  11  244 

Painting 750  25  1  26  1,133 

Engraving 760  1  1  2  180 

Photography       770  6  6  120 

Music 780  101  1  102  1         1,509 

Amusements .  790  26  9  35  1           901 

Literature 800  55  9  64  132        2,153 

American 810  144  114  258  181         8,886 

English        820  133  156  289  537       12,327 

German 830  114  41  155  13        5,695 

French 840  166  55  221  8       10,069 

Italian 850  109  5  114  1,814 

Spanish 860  62  9  71  11           793 

Latin 870  16  4  20  232        2,158 

Greek 880  17  6  23  60        2,784 

Minor  languages 890  24  3  27  1           605 

History 900  26  5  31  II         2,396 

Geography  and  description     ...  910  81  65  146  29        8,018 

Biography 920  98  42  140  53        7,635 

Ancient  history 930  15  5  20  52        1,130 

Modern   history,   Europe    ....  940  176  50  226  60        9,507 

Asia 950  19  1  20  3           524 

Africa 960  112  2  149 

North  America 970  75  88  163  63        7,056 

South  America 980  1  1  3  124 

Oceanic  and  polar  regions       .     .  990  1  1  156 

Alumni  collection 6  6  1,382 

Maine    collection 13  38  51  2       10,858 

Students'  Reading   Room       ...  19  19  17         1,505 

U.  S.  Documents    (serial  set)      .     .  10  10  6,511 

Films 53  53  1,380 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE 
MUSEUM  OF  FINE  ARTS 


To  the  President  of  Bowdoin  College: 

The  Director  of  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  has  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  April 
30,  1951. 

Activities  in  the  Museum  and  Art  Department  during 
the  past  year  have  naturally  tended  to  follow  an  established 
pattern,  but  certain  events  of  more  than  ordinary  interest 
have  occurred. 

The  first  of  these  events  was  the  completion  of  the  new 
and  badly  needed  illustrated  handbook  of  the  Art  Museum 
and  its  collections.  We  announced  in  the  report  of  a  year 
ago  that  the  edition  was  due  momentarily  and  that  we  were 
looking  forward  to  its  appearance,  for  a  museum  is  judged 
to  a  considerable  extent  by  the  quality  of  the  publications 
which  it  circulates.  We  need  have  had  no  fear.  Mr.  Anthoen- 
sen  more  than  lived  up  to  his  reputation  for  fine  printing. 
He  showed  impeccable  taste  and  devoted  to  the  project  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  thought.  So  excellent  was  the  re- 
sult that  we  decided  to  send  complimentary  copies  to  nu- 
merous museums  and  art  departments.  In  due  course  we 
received  acknowledgments  which  praised  the  "distinguished 
format,"  "highly  informative  text  and  notes"  (we  had  ex- 
perimented with  a  new  type  of  descriptive  note),  and  the 
"excellent  photography."  Indeed,  the  photographic  work 
done  for  the  illustrations  by  Mr.  Stephen  E.  Merrill,  of  the 
Class  of  1935,  was  so  outstanding  that  we  commissioned 
the  Bicknell  Studio  of  Portland  to  print  from  Mr.  Merrill's 
pictures  a  set  of  forty  post  cards,  and  placed  them  on  sale 
at  the  entrance  desk.  Since  the  Handbook  will  probably 
represent  us  for  several  years,  it  was  gratifying  to  have  it 
received  so  auspiciously. 
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The  late  spring  of  last  year  was  also  significant  to  us 
for  other  reasons.  Art  and  Music,  having  acquired  the 
necessary  personnel  and  equipment,  were  recognized  by 
the  faculty  as  major  departments.  It  may  be  said  in  this 
connection  that  since  success  in  the  fine  arts,  especially  in 
the  creative  and  interpretive  fields,  is  intensely  competitive, 
arduous,  and  slow,  we  have  always  been  careful  at  Bowdoin 
to  encourage  only  the  most  talented  performers  to  look 
to  the  fine  arts  for  careers.  But  those  students  who  have 
accepted  the  difficulties  have  acquitted  themselves  very 
creditably  in  the  graduate  schools  and  in  the  professions. 
It  would  not  be  difficult  to  compose  an  impressive  list  of 
contemporary  alumni  in  the  fields  of  drama,  literature, 
music,  and  the  visual  arts.  In  the  latter  field  a  student's 
best  chance  to  utilize  major  work  professionally  would 
probably  be  in  architecture  or  in  the  museum  and  academic 
professions,  as  several  students  have  already  demonstrated. 
Earning  a  living  and  a  reputation  would  be  more  difficult 
in  commercial  art  and  serious  painting,  yet  Mark  Kelley, 
'39  and  Robert  Bliss,  '47  are  showing  what  gifted  students 
can  do  even  there.  In  addition,  major  work  in  art  has  ap- 
plications which  are  generally  overlooked.  I  refer,  for  in- 
stance, to  advertising,  where  more  than  one  former  student 
has  put  his  acquaintance  with  the  history  and  principles 
of  art  almost  to  daily  use. 

Last  June  my  colleague  in  the  Art  Department,  the  Cu- 
rator of  the  Art  Collections,  Mr.  Albert  Sutherland  Roe,  re- 
ceived from  Harvard  University  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Philosophy,  having  previously  taken  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Fine  Arts  at  his  Alma  Mater,  Princeton.  More  recently 
Professor  Roe  has  been  awarded  a  Fulbright  Scholarship 
by  the  Federal  Government.  This  grant  will  enable  him  to 
pursue  his  special  study  of  William  Blake  (the  subject  of 
his  doctoral  dissertation)  in  England.  For  that  purpose 
he  has  been  granted  a  leave  of  absence  for  the  coming  aca- 
demic year.   The  Fulbright  Scholarships,  incidentally,  are 


60  Bowdoin  College 

now  highly  competitive,  and  the  awarding  of  one  is  a  signal 
honor. 

During  the  Easter  recess  the  Director  visited  eight  large 
museums  in  cities  between  Brunswick  and  Washington, 
and  returned  with  the  belief  that  there  is  something  to  be 
said  for  the  small  museum.  The  huge  metropolitan  mu- 
seums, such  as  the  National  Gallery  in  Washington,  are 
truly  impressive,  especially  when  they  are  new  and  gleam- 
ing. They  possess,  also,  treasures  which  in  quantity  and 
quality  elevate  them  far  above  the  small  museum.  But 
all  too  often  the  great  museums  accumulate  enormous 
numbers  of  mediocre  paintings  and  objects.  The  visitor, 
wandering  over  acres  of  hard  flooring  and  marble  corri- 
dors, is  forced  to  separate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff.  Even 
if  he  has  the  training  and  judgment  to  do  this  (as  the  be- 
wildered masses  in  the  National  Gallery  have  not)  the 
effort  is  exhausting.  This  explains,  I  believe,  why  visitors 
to  our  small  museum  have  so  often  remarked  that  their 
visit,  though  admittedly  a  limited  experience,  was  peculiar- 
ly satisfying. 

One  more  difference  struck  me  as  significant.  The  con- 
nection between  the  college  and  museum  affects  the  latter 
and  the  activities  of  its  staff  more  than  one  realizes  from  a 
close  view.  Where  the  great  civic  museum  tends  to  be,  in 
its  hugeness,  remote  and  impersonal,  and  its  staff  members 
attain  a  highly  specialized  and  uninterrupted  scholarship, 
the  small  college  museum  is  interwoven  into  the  life  and 
traditions  of  the  college,  and  its  staff,  by  contrast,  neces- 
sarily lives  a  jack-of -all-trades  life  in  a  beehive.  Whether 
the  disadvantages  of  scholarship  under  such  conditions, 
with  committee  work  and  administrative  duties  constant, 
are  outweighed  by  the  rich  human  experience  of  teach- 
ing and  the  sharing  of  the  traditions  and  life  of  an  insti- 
tution at  large  cannot  be  answered  easily,  but  the  differ- 
ences assert  themselves  in  odd  ways.  For  example,  the  staff 
has  served  as  color  consultants  in  the  redecoration  of  Me- 
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morial  Hall,  Hubbard  Hall,  and  the  Moulton  Union  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  recently  assisted  the  staff  of  Bowdoin- 
on-the-Air  in  the  decoration  of  its  new  studio.  There  are, 
in  fact,  few  days  when  members  of  the  College  or  town 
do  not  consult  us  on  problems  of  an  artistic  nature.  We 
are  asked  to  criticize  art  objects  of  all  sorts,  both  amateur 
and  professional,  contemporary  and  antique,  and  give  ad- 
vice about  artistic  careers.  We  do  this  willingly  and  without 
charge,  refraining  only  from  giving  commercial  appraisals, 
which  is  not  our  work.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Director 
and  Curator  have  frequently  journeyed  out  of  town  to 
look  over  estates  of  improbable  consequence  in  order  to  be 
sure  that  no  important  work  of  art  was  destroyed  or  dis- 
carded unwittingly.  We  have  also  given  a  good  deal  of 
advice  on  the  preservation  of  recognized  works  of  art.  These 
services  we  consider  to  be  part  of  our  larger  public  duty. 
As  part  of  our  outside  work  the  Director  lectured  during 
the  winter  at  the  Auburn  Literary  Union,  the  Portland 
Literary  Union,  the  Portland  College  Club,  and  the  L.  D. 
M.  Sweat  Memorial  Museum.  The  Curator  also  lectured  at 
the  Sweat  Museum,  and  the  Acting  Director  of  that  insti- 
tution, Mr.  Bradford  Brown,  returned  the  compliment  by 
giving  a  very  effective  painting  demonstration  at  the  Col- 
lege, as  the  previous  Director,  Mr.  Bower,  had  so  often 
done  in  the  past.  In  February  of  the  current  year  the  Di- 
rector was  reappointed  to  the  Maine  Art  Commission  for 
three  years  by  Governor  Frederick  Payne,  having  originally 
been  appointed  to  the  Commission  by  Governor  Horace 
Hildreth. 

During  the  past  year  repairs  to  the  exterior  of  the  build- 
ing and  redecoration  of  the  interior  have  been  carried 
forward  according  to  a  long-range  plan.  Having  discussed 
this  plan  in  previous  reports,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say 
here  that  the  building  is  now  in  good  condition.  Structural 
work  in  Adams  Hall  basement  temporarily  deprived  us  of 
an  important  overflow  storage-room;  but  Mr.  Harold  Lee 
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Berry's  committee  generously  rectified  this  situation,  so 
that  we  now  have  a  newer  and  much  better  storeroom  than 
we  ever  had  before.  On  the  other  hand,  one  important 
project  for  the  display  of  the  Warren  collection  of  antiq- 
uities had  once  more  to  be  deferred  when  we  needed  our 
funds  for  even  more  urgent  matters.  Fortunately,  however, 
we  purchased  the  all-important  plate  glass  windows  and 
steel  frames  for  the  cases  four  years  ago.  Since  that  time 
those  items  have  taken  sharp,  almost  prohibitive,  rises  in 
prices.  With  the  most  costly  materials  on  hand,  the  con- 
struction of  the  cases  is  only  a  matter  of  time. 

Past  reports  have  described  the  plan  whereby  we  have 
gradually  built  up  our  equipment  for  instruction  in  art. 
To  that  end  we  have  purchased  color  reproductions  and 
bought  and  made  slides  until  we  now  have  facilities  equal 
to  those  of  any  other  small  college  in  America,  and  far 
superior  to  most.  The  Library,  meanwhile,  has  acquired 
through  gift  and  purchase  an  excellent  and  extensive  col- 
lection of  books  for  work  in  the  field  of  art.  The  coopera- 
tion of  the  Librarian  has  been  constant  and  unstinted. 

While  expanding  our  collection  of  reproductions  and 
slides,  we  had,  because  our  funds  are  not  unlimited,  to 
neglect  somewhat  our  purchase  of  photographs  for  study 
and  research.  We  are  now  going  to  shift  our  emphasis  from 
the  former  to  the  latter.  Since  mounted  photographs  are 
used  largely  for  advance  study,  this  change  in  policy  will 
seem  to  benefit  only  the  staff  for  the  time  being.  But  we 
are  looking  to  the  future,  to  the  time  when  major  students 
who  desire  to  master  a  special  aspect  of  a  subject  will  find 
materials  on  hand  with  which  to  work.  During  the  past 
year  we  have  purchased  over  three  hundred  photographs 
with  that  end  in  view. 

As  in  previous  years,  special  loan  exhibitions  have  been 
arranged  monthly.  In  connection  with  one  of  these,  that  of 
The  Skowhegan  School  of  Painting  and  Sculpture,  a  Col- 
lege Open  House  Day  was  held  on  Friday,  August  18th. 
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A  large  number  of  summer  visitors  to  nearby  communities 
came  to  the  College  to  hear  a  discussion  of  a  group  of 
paintings  by  a  panel  composed  of  the  artists  who  had  paint- 
ed them.  Mr.  Bartlett  H.  Hayes,  Jr.,  Director  of  the  Addison 
Gallery  of  American  Art,  Andover,  Massachusetts,  presided. 
Afterwards  a  reception  and  tea  for  the  visitors  was  given 
by  President  and  Mrs.  Sills  at  their  home. 

In  addition  to  the  artists  who  have  lent  their  work  for 
special  exhibitions,  we  wish  to  express  our  thanks  to  a 
number  of  owners  of  works  of  art  who  have  left  them  with 
us  on  long-term  loan,  and  also  to  all  those  who  during 
the  past  year  made  gifts  to  the  Museum's  permanent  col- 
lection. 

A  detailed  list  of  activities  and  acquisitions  follows: 

SPECIAL  EXHIBITIONS 

May  1  -  May  31:  Oil  paintings  by  Nancy  Cole,  of  Bruns- 
wick. 

June  1  -  June  30:  Water  colors  by  Jessie  B.  Trefethen,  of 
Portland,  retired  Associate  Professor  of  Art  at  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, Oberlin,  Ohio. 

July  1  -  July  31:  Colored  drawings  by  Alexander  Archi- 
penko,  of  New  York  City. 

August  1  -  August  31:  Group  exhibition  by  faculty 
and  students  of  the  Skowhegan  School  of  Painting  and 
Sculpture. 

September  1  -  September  30:  Group  exhibitions  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Maine  Water-Color  Society  and  of  the  American 
Color  Print  Society. 

October  1  -  October  29:  Exhibition  entitled  "Seventy-five 
Latin-American  Prints/'  lent  by  the  International  Business 
Machines  Corporation. 

October  30  -  November  30:  Exhibition  of  work  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  of  Canadian  Painter-Etchers  and  En- 
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gravers;    also   a  group   of  oil   paintings   by   contemporary 
American  artists  lent  by  The  Artists'  Gallery,  of  New  York. 

November  15  -  January  15:  A  group  of  Balinese  wooden 
sculpture  and  a  Balinese  textile,  lent  by  Mr.  John  H.  Mat- 
thews, of  Brunswick. 

December  1  -  December  31:  Group  exhibition  by  students 
of  the  Portland  School  of  Fine  and  Applied  Art. 

January  1  -  February  1:  "Theatre,"  a  Life  magazine  pho- 
tographic exhibition. 

February  2  -  February  28:  Oil  paintings  by  Marcel  Jean, 
lent  by  The  Artists'  Gallery,  of  New  York  City;  also  Etch- 
ings by  Arthur  Heintzelman,  lent  by  the  George  Binet  Gal- 
lery, of  New  York. 

March  1  -  March  26:  Annual  Travelling  Exhibition  of 
the  Connecticut  Water-Color  Society. 

March  27  -  April  30:  "Kyoto,"  a  Life  magazine  photo- 
graphic exhibition. 

In  December,  the  Yale  University  Art  Gallery  sent  us 
on  loan  for  an  extended  period  six  examples  of  Italian 
panel  painting  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries. 
Yale  has  long  been  noted  for  one  of  the  outstanding  col- 
lections of  early  Italian  painting,  and  these  works  are  espe- 
cially welcome  as  they  supplement  our  own  collection  in 
an  important  field  of  which  we  have  only  one  minor  ex- 
ample. This  is  the  first  time  that  such  a  group  of  Italian 
paintings  has  been  exhibited  in  the  state.  Drawn  from  both 
the  Jarves  and  Griggs  collections  of  the  Yale  Gallery,  the 
paintings  comprise  the  following:  Madonna  and  Child 
with  Angels  and  Crucifixion  by  a  follower  of  the  Sienese 
master,  Duccio  di  Buoninsegna;  Madonna  and  Child  by 
Pachino  da  Buonaguida;  Crucifixion  in  the  manner  of 
Bernardo  Daddi;  Crucifixion  by  Filippino  Lippi;  and 
Madonna  and  Child  with  Infant  St.  John  Baptist  and  An- 
gels by  the  Master  of  the  Griggs  Tondo. 
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We  wish  also  to  express  o'ur  gratitude  for  the  following 
works  which  have  been  acknowledged  before  but  which 
have  remained  on  long-term  loan: 

We  continue  to  be  indebted  to  Lady  Oakes,  of  Nassau, 
B.W.I. ,  for  the  four  important  seventeenth-  and  eighteenth- 
century  masterpieces  which  have  formed  an  outstanding 
feature  of  the  Boyd  Gallery  for  a  number  of  years.  These 
include  the  Rembrandt  portrait,  Man  with  a  Short  Sword, 
and  paintings  by  Cuyp,  Gainsborough,  and  Hogarth.  Lady 
Oakes  has  also  left  here  on  loan  a  fine  group  of  sixteenth- 
century  German  woodcuts  by  Cranach,  Durer,  and  Holbein. 

A  portrait  of  Professor  Chauncey  Allen  Goodrich,  of 
Yale  University,  by  John  Trumbull,  lent  by  the  Reverend 
Chauncey  W.  Goodrich  (Hon.  D.D.,  1915) . 

Seven  portraits  of  the  Colonial  period  and  a  collection  of 
miniatures  have  remained  on  loan  anonymously. 

Portraits  of  George  Washington  and  of  Elizabeth  Bow- 
doin Winthrop  by  Gilbert  Stuart  have  remained  on  in- 
definite loan. 

More  recent  loans  include  a  portrait  of  Susan  Bowdoin 
Cony  by  Thomas  Badger,  lent  by  Miss  Anne  Mellen,  and 
miniatures  of  William  Allen,  third  President  of  Bowdoin 
College,  by  Edward  G.  Malbone,  and  of  his  wife  (artist 
unknown) ,  lent  by  Mr.  William  Allen  Smith,  Jr. 

Mr.  Mark  Reed,  of  Boothbay  Harbor,  Maine,  again  lent 
us  a  fine  group  of  water  colors  from  his  collection  of  the 
work  of  outstanding  contemporary  American  artists. 

During  the  year  three  of  the  Bowdoin  College  Museum's 
most  important  possessions  have  been  lent  to  sister  insti- 
tutions. The  oil  Fountains  at  Night  by  Winslow  Homer 
(Ace.  No.  38.2)  was  on  loan  to  the  Corcoran  Gallery  of  Art 
from  July  through  December  for  the  exhibition  "American 
Processional"  commemorating  the  150th  anniversary  of  the 
City  of  Washington.  The  drawing  W alter sburg  by  Pieter 
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Brueghel  the  Elder  (Ace.  No.  1811.142)  was  on  loan  from 
November  to  February  at  the  Diamond  Jubilee  Exhibition 
of  one  hundred  masterpieces  of  drawing  at  the  Philadel- 
phia Museum  of  Art.  The  Roman  portrait  bust  of  Emperor 
Antoninus  Pius  (Ace.  No.  06.1)  was  on  loan  for  March  and 
April  at  the  Fogg  Museum  of  Art,  of  Harvard  University. 

ACQUISITIONS 

1950.6  A  seventeenth-century  Russian  icon  in  a  contem- 
porary silver  frame  was   given  anonymously. 

1950.7  The  same  anonymous  donor  presented  a  six- 
teenth-century Flemish  tapestry  showing  Charle- 
magne and  attendants. 

1950.8  Mrs.  Adelaide  S.  Kuntz,  of  Bronxville,  New 
York,  gave  an  oil  painting  by  Marsden  Hartley 
showing  a  scene  on  the  Maine  coast. 

1950.9  Miss  Edna  Perkins  presented  a  lithograph  by 
Ernest  Fiene,  Entrance  to  the  Village. 

1950.12  Mr.  Alexander  Bower  (Hon.  A.M.,  1938)  of  the 
National  Academy,  retiring  Director  of  the  L.  D. 
M.  Sweat  Memorial  Art  Museum  in  Portland, 
and  Mrs.  Bower  gave  one  of  Mr.  Bower's  oil 
paintings,  Gleaming  Seas. 

1950.13  Mrs.  Malleville  McC.  Howard  presented  portraits 
and         by   Rembrandt   Peale   of  William   Allen,    third 

1950.14  President  of  Bowdoin  College,  and  Mrs.  Allen. 

1950.15  Mrs.  Candace  E.  Quinby  Maynard  gave  a  por- 
and         trait  of  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin's  first  class,  Moses 

1950.16  Quinby,  1806,  by  an  unknown  artist,  and  a  por- 
trait by  Leslie  Emmet  of  Henry  Brewer  Quinby, 
A.B.  1869,  LL.D.  1909,  Governor  of  New  Hamp- 
shire from  1909-11. 
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1951.1  Professor  and  Mrs.  Morgan  Cushing  gave  an 
early  nineteenth-century  English  water-color 
landscape  by  an  unknown  artist. 

1951.2  Miss  Mabel  N.  Matthews  and  family  presented 
a  Chinese  ox-blood  vase  of  the  Ming  period. 

1951.3-.5  Three  Japanese  brush  drawings  on  scrolls  by 
the  contemporary  artist  Keizan  were  given  by 
Mr.  Eldon  A.  Gray,  '26. 

In  addition,  numerous  color  reproductions  of  art  mas- 
terpieces were  purchased  from  the  income  of  the  James 
Phinney  Baxter  Fund  in  memory  of  Professor  Henry  John- 
son. 

ATTENDANCE 

Visitors  to  the  Museum  from  May  1,  1950  through  April 
30,  1951  numbered  6,480.  This  figure  does  not  include 
students  who  passed  through  the  Museum  en  route  to 
classes  in  art. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Philip  C.  Beam,  Director 


